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Foochow, China, School for Blind Boys 

The illustration which use for our front- 
ispiece has been sent Mrs. George 
Wilkinson, one the most loyal friends 
the OUTLOOK THE Mrs. Wilkinson 
who charge the School for Blind Boys, 
Foochow, China, deserves the approbation 
workers for the blind throughout the world. 
Single-handed and hundreds miles away 
from any other person interested the blind, 
she has solved for herself many the most 
problems connected with the educa- 
tion and training the blind. 

When were London attending the 
International Conference Workers for the 
Blind 1914, Mrs. Wilkinson was one 
the delegates, and was with considerable 
gratification that learned from her that 
her first knowledge and interest the In- 
ternational Conference being held that year, 
came through the pages this magazine. 

Her splendid idea adaptability and energy 
shown the fact that she discovered for 
herself that the blind boys could make the 
well known Chinese straw matting, samples 
which she brought with her London, 
and while there secured promises orders 
from one the best wholesale furnishing 
houses England. The purchasing agent 
assured her that the quality her blind 
boys’ product was superior that sim- 
ilar material sent from the Orient. the 
war had not intervened, Mrs. Wilkinson 
would undoubtedly have had many orders for 
her boys. When remember that this wom- 
single-handed, has take care prac- 
tically every detail the management and 
maintenance her institution, cannot help 
but wonder her energy, see her seated 
among her fine looking group students. 
Few schools could boast more effective 
attractive picture their student body. 


See Vol. 42-44. 


Laws Relative the Welfare 
the Blind 

Since the OuTLOOK FoR THE BLIND has been 
published has always been our effort 
give the text all laws affecting the blind. 
are frequently asked for the intent leg- 
islation passed the interests the blind 
and extremely difficult find such ma- 
terial short notice. fact times seems 
almost impossible secure this information 
without having transcribed typewritten 
form, which expensive and inconvneient. 
those who have helped supply this infor- 
mation only knew how much appreciated 
our readers they would more willing 


Increased Cost 

Every reader current magazines and 
daily papers familiar with the severe strain 
under which publishers have been laboring 
account the greatly increased cost ma- 
terials. Furthermore, philanthropists have 
likewise been called upon more than ever 
assist innumerable worthy causes which have 
come into existence because the war. These 
two factors have made doubly hard for the 
OUTLOOK FoR THE BLIND maintain the stand- 
ard which has always sttiven uphold 
since its foundation. 

Several plans might have been followed. 
might have reduced the size the magazine, 
selected inferior stock raised the price 
the publication. Some all these three 
plans have been tried many periodicals. 
this issue will observed that have 
printed our current events smaller face 
type. have done this order put more 
matter page, and course shall very 
glad use larger type soon war prices 
cease prevail. 

have striven not reduce the total 
number pages, but this depends entirely 
upon the support receive from our sub- 
scribers, and earnestly hoped that every 
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one who interested the continuation 
this magazine will everything their power 
keep up, not only the subscription list, but 
also the contributions which are such large 
factor financing the inevitable annual def- 
icit. 

While soldiers who have lost their sight 
the European struggle and children who have 
lost their parents make strong appeal, 
hope that those who have befriended the 
magazine the past will their utmost 
help until the world catastrophe has passed. 

Work for the Blind Loses 
Valuable Worker 

“Lucy Wright leaves her position General 
Superintendent the Massachusetts Com- 
mission for the Blind become Associate 
Director the Boston School for Social 
Workers, and Assistant Professor Social 
Economy Simmons College, beginning 
September 1917.” 

The statement announces the de- 


parture one the most valued students 


THE BLIND 


Lucy Wright 


from work for the blind this country. 
The efforts the commissions concerned with 
and all other organizations concerned with 
giving assistance the adult blind, owe 
great deal the thoughtful, careful and 
patient devotion Miss Lucy Wright. 
tribute that can pay too high for the 
service which she has rendered our cause. 


Portland Convention B., 1917, Program 


Headquarters Peaks Island Hotel 


(Subject change) 
MONDAY, JUNE 
Afternoon 

Outdoor Relief for the Blind. 

Shotwell, Asst. Superintendent, 
Michigan Employment Institution for 
the Blind. 

Causes Failure the Blind. 

Philip Layton, Hon. Treasurer Mon- 
treal Association for the Blind. 

What Could the Blind Do, What Should 
They Leave Undone That Would Most Help 
Their Cause? 

Symposium Walter Holmes, Man- 
ager, Matilda Ziegler Magazine for the 
Blind, from letters received from the 
blind all over the United States an- 
swer the above question. 


Evening 


INFORMAL RECEPTION 
Welcome Delegates Representatives 
The Maine Institution for the Blind and the 
City Portland. 
TABLES 
Continuation Discussion Afternoon 
Topics and Other Subjects. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 
Morning 
EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS 
Employment the Blind Among the Seeing. 
Florence Massachusetts 
Commission for the Blind. 


Relationship Schools their Graduates. 
Joseph Murphy, Commission for 
the Blind. 
The Scope Home Teaching. 
Teaching Maryland. 


Afternoon 


Continuation Discussion Morning 
Topics, and Report About the Work the 
National Committee for the Prevention 
Blindness and consideration best 
for helping soldiers blinded the war. 


Evening 
Recreation. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
Morning 


CoMMERCIAL PROBLEMS 
Co-operative Buying. 

Mills, Superintendent, Pennsylvania 
Working Home for Blind Men. 

Colby, Superintendent, Trades De- 
partment, Connecticut Board Edu- 
cation for the Blind. 

James Munroe, Chairman, Massa- 
chusetts Commission for the Blind. 

Special Sales Work for the Blind. 

Marion Campbell, New York Commis- 
sion for the Blind. 

Lotta Rand, Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind. 

Wholesaling Blind Women’s Home Work. 

Frances Reed, Executive Secretary, 
Ohio Commission for the Blind. 
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Afternoon 


Recreation. 
Evening 


Rounp TABLES 


Continuation Discussion Morning Topics 
and Other Subjects. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 
Morning 


EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS 


Recent Developments Day School Work 
for the Blind. 

Robert Irwin, Supervisor the Edu- 
cation Blind Children the Public 
Schools Ohio. 

Adaptation Phonetic Methods Used 
the Aldine Wards Methods Reading. 

Ruth Brockway, Teacher Blind Pupils 

the Public Schools Toledo, Ohio. 

Report From the Uniform Type Commission, 
Randolph Latimer, Secretary. 


Afternoon 


SESSION 


Delegates from the following states have in- 
dicated their intention being present 


Arkansas Maine New York 
Maryland Ohio 
District Massachusetts Pennsylvania 
Columbia Michigan Rhode Island 
Indiana Minnesota Vermont 
Nebraska CANADA 
Kansas New Hampshire Montreal 
Kentucky New Jersey Toronto 


Portland Convention The American 
Association of Workers for the Blind 


spite the war great deal interest 
has been expressed the meeting the 
American Association Workers for the 
Blind which held Portland, Maine, 
June 25th 29th. The program given 
full this issue and will noticed that the 
attempt has been made have each session 
given the discussion subjects relat- 
ing each other, and the Round Tables which 
follow are also serve measure 
continuation the discussions which may 
the presentation the various 

While everybody realizes that convention 
would not convention without certain 
number more less formal addresses, 
nevertheless, the opportunity which these 
gatherings afford for informal conferences 
between small groups individuals which 
makes such meetings helpful. Those who 
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work with the blind are widely scattered 
that only conventions this kind 
that they are able come together and com- 
pare notes. fact some the greatest mis- 
takes work for the blind America re- 
sult from the inability the agents the 
various institutions and organizations visit 
frequently the work that found 
neighboring institution. The representatives 
almost every phase social work can 
quite easily compare notes comparatively 
short journey. four years since members 
the have been the east and 
they are looking forward with pleasure this 
opportunity visiting the recently erected 
buildings some the oldest and best known 
institutions the country. 


special party journeying together 
Portland was the case when workers for 
the went San Francisco. few 
are traveling the same route until they 
reach either New York Boston that the 
reduction fare for party over this por- 
tion the journey negligible. The rail- 
road fare from Boston Portland $2.66. 
Upon arrival Maine’s beautiful Bay City, 
delegates are going Peaks Island, situated 
the mouth the harbor where they will 
accommodated the rate $2.25 day. 

The Schools for the Blind located upon the 
Atlantic coast have extended very cordial 
invitation the delegates that may in- 
terested visit them. earnestly urged, 
however, that all those who are planning 
such visits should send some notice their 
contemplated visit least twenty-four hours 
advance their arrival. Both the Penn- 
sylvania and Perkins Institutions have most 
interesting closing exercises the week pre- 
ceding the Convention. Watertown 
June 19, the Howe Memorial Club Reunion 
has entertainment the afternoon and 
evening. June the young ladies who 
are graduating have reception the eve- 
ning and 10:30 o’clock the morning 
June are held the closing exer- 
cises the Institution. 

letter the magazine, Mr. Allen 
states: “All cottages are ready for visitors 
the week June and until the Conven- 
tion and one cottage will ready for visitors 
after the Portland meetings.” 

Workers for the blind who have not been 
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present the graduation exercises the 
Perkins Institution and can arrange their trip 
such way include this interesting occa- 
sion will well rewarded for doing. 
Those who are coming through Philadelphia 
and New York and who have not already 
seen the schools Overbrook and upon the 
historic site 34th street and 9th avenue, 


New York, should sure visit both these 
institutions their way north. 

Although the Maryland School will closed 
delegates are cordially invited inspect the 
new plant which located Overlea, sub- 
urb Baltimore. Those interested indus- 
trial work should visit the Baltimore Work- 
shop. 


TEN YEAR SURVEY THE MASSACHUSSETS COMMISSION 
FOR THE BLIND 


very remarkable survey the work 
the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind 
after its first ten years’ service, has just been 
completed and are reprinting this is- 
sue the belief that will the greatest 
possible value workers for the blind for 
long time come. better introduction 
this valuable document can given than 
the following excerpt which take from the 
1916 report for the Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind: 


With the idea making the best possible 
use the ten years’ experience the Com- 
mission for the Blind, both for the future 
work this State and for any help may 
yield other communities, the Board, with 
the support and help the Massachusetts As- 
sociation for Promoting the Interests the 
Adult Blind, the organization which brought 
about the Commission’s existence ten years 
ago, process making ten-year survey. 
This has been made possible the cordial 
co-operation eminent workers for the blind 
outside Masachusetts, invited inspect the 
work the Commission and make criti- 
cal report their findings, with recommenda- 
tions, the association. 

The six gentlemen (three whom are 
blind) invited make this survey were asked 
not only because their standing educators 
the young blind, but also because each had 
had experience with work for the adult blind, 
three having served State commissions. 
The group consists of: 

Sir Frederick Fraser S., 
Chairman. Graduate Perkins Institution; 


superintendent the Halifax School for the 
Blind. 


Index for Volume printed with this issue. 


the Pennsylvania School for the Blind; 
member the first New York Commission 
for the Blind. 


James Dow Minnesota. Superintend- 
ent the Minnesota State School for the 
Blind, Faribault, Minn., where summer 
school for adults maintained. 


Robert Irwin Cleveland, Ohio. 
Graduate the Washington State School for 
the Blind; A., Harvard, 1909; supervisor 
classes for conservation eyesight, cities 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Toledo, Mansfield 
and Ashtabula, Ohio. 

graduate New York City School for the Blind; 
superintendent ‘the Brooklyn Industrial 
Home for the Blind; member the executive 
committee the New York Association for 
the Blind and member the first New York 
Commission for the Blind. 

Principal the New York Institute for the 
Education the Blind, managing director, 
National Committee for the Prevention 
Blindness. 

Five these six authorities blindness 
have found possible give from three 
ten days investigation the Massa- 
chusetts work, under the following outline: 
organization, record and report, the blind 
the community, subsidized shops and relation 
other agencies. 

the course their visits much valuable 
criticism has been received, and many their 
helpful suggestions have already become 
part the daily work the staff and the 
plans the Board. The Commission looks 
the full report this committee with much 
interest and with high expectation con- 
structive results. 


Copies will sent upon request 
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THE A.F. PERMANENT BLIND RELIEF WAR FUND. 


The American, British, French and Belgian 
Permanent Blind Relief War Fund for Sol- 
diers and Sailors, with headquarters 590 
Fifth Avenue, New York City, have been car- 
rying campaign raise money assist 
the rehabilitation the men who have lost 
their sight the war. with all other such 
organizations, local branches have been estab- 
lished many cities. The National committee 
includes the President the United States, 
and many other men and women prom- 
inence throughout the country. The Brit- 
ish, French and Belgian sections have 
their patrons Their Majesties the King and 
Queen England, the President France 
and the King and Queen Belgium. 

The members the Executive Committee 
are George Alexander Kessler, Chairman; 
Lady (Arthur) Paget, Vincent Astor, Edmund 
Baylies, August Belmont, George Blumen- 
thal, Hon. Thomas Gore, Hon. Myron 
Herrick, Otto Kahn, Sir Arthur Pearson, 
Whitney Warren, Joseph Widener. 

One the plans raise money for this 
work has been series entertainments 
through the larger cities between the Atlantic 
and the central western states. These func- 
tions have been most successfully conducted 
The program consisted address Ser- 
geant Major Robert Middlemiss who lost his 
sight the Dardanelles. After returned 
England went St. Dunstan’s and liv- 
ing example the practical assistance which 
being given those who have been blinded 
battle. His statements about the actual 
conditions the front and the work St. 
Dunstan’s pleased all his hearers. Following 
his address moving pictures were shown which 
were taken with the permission the French 
government the front, conducting the audi- 
ence from the bursting shell the 
trenches, which resulted his loss sight, 
the work that being carried St. 
Dunstan’s. The pictures were well taken and 
told good story. Madam Alys Larreyne, 
American Prima Donna Soprano the Paris 
Grand Opera, contributed her services and 
added very pleasant feature the program. 

The following statement which appears upon 
one the circulars issued the American, 
British, French and Belgian Permanent Blind 
Relief War Fund gives further particulars 
the purpose the organization: 


This Fund aims providing the means for 
the economic rehabilitation these blinded 
heroes; first, training them such handi- 
crafts experience has shown can readily 
acquired the blind: carpentry, mat- 
making, basket-making, weaving, mattress- 
making, chair-caning, typewriting, massage, 
telephony, poultryraising and market-garden- 
ing; secondly, furnishing them with raw 
material and marketing their goods. 
useless train blind man if, after having 
trained him you turn him adrift fend for 
himself. His work needs supervision, other- 
wise the work the blind tends deterio- 
rate; his raw materials must purchased for 
him; his goods marketed; and en- 
gaged occupations such massage, boot- 
repairing, etc., continuity employment must 
secured for him. 

Six motnhs training is, rule, sufficient 
teach the blind their new occupations, the 
cost per capita being approximately $250. 
Moreover, buildings are required for work- 
shops and the various activities connection 
with the purchase and distribution the raw 
material well ‘the collection and market- 
ing the manufactured goods. 


when old age overtakes these blinded soldiers, 
intended eke out their scanty pensions 
that the evening their days may spent 


among their friends, free from the spectre 
want. 

The number the blinded victims the 
war increasing day day; and, therefore, 
will impossible estimate the maximum 
needs until the war over. Obviously, how- 
eevr, very large endowment fund essen- 
tial cope with the magnitude the task. 
The Permanent Blind Relief War 
Fund which raising this endowment, con- 
fidently appeals the benevolence the Amer- 
ican people. Surely such worthy recon- 
structive course has only known order 
generously supported. “What frankly 
give, forever our own.’ 

the time writing (May, 1917) nearly 
$466,000 has already been raised, which sum 
being supplied intact the objects stated, 
all expenses being met from other sources 
than public subscriptions. that sum £10,- 
000 are London, and 750,000 francs have 
been remitted Paris used partly for 
alleviating any pressing temporary distress, but 
chiefly for the permanent work the Fund. 

cannot too often repeated that this 
permanent Fund—one that will live 
carry its humanitarian work long after the 
war over and its victims largely neglected 
and forgotten. 

Our work directly reconstructive 
economic nature, but indirectly another equally 
important object will attained: the implant- 
ing hope despairing souls. “Hope 
when dawns from fears.” Hope 
awakens courage and who infuses courage 
into the human soul the best physician. 


ENGLAND’S REPLY AMERICA 


REPORT THE NATIONAL UNIFORM TYPE COMMITTEE THE RECOM. 
MENDATIONS THE COMMISSION UNIFORM TYPE FOF THE BLIND 


the Secretary the Commission Uni- 
form Type for the Blind. 
Dear Sir, 

fear that your Commission must feel 
that there has been very great delay reply- 
ing their suggestions uniformity 
tactile type, but hope you will take into 
consideration the fact that the present up- 
heaval Europe makes impossible con- 
duct business matters smooth and regular 
lines, particularly cases which involve the 
calling together considerable number 
people whom the War has imposed onerous 
duties beyond their customary work. 

The suggested changes Braille, contained 
your Report March, 1916, have been 
carefully considered, first small Sub- 
Committee the National Uniform Type 
Committee, and secondly the Uniform Type 
Committee whole. 

appears that many the sugges- 
tions your Commission have been made 
with view eliminating certain difficulties 
which are assumed exist, but our experi- 
ence British Braille leads believe that 
these difficulties have assumed rather ex- 
aggerated importance your consideration. 
Several suggestions scarcely seem ma- 
terial the question uniformity, and 
nature which may well left the 
discretion printers either side the 
Atlantic. fact, think that they are 
more important than would the adoption 
absolutely identical system spelling 
books printed America and these 
islands. 

The National Uniform Type Committee 
quite cognizant the fact that the present 
system British Braille capable im- 
provement, but their experience leads them 
the belief that improvement does not lie along 
the lines suggested your Report. 

deeply regret that, after long and most 
careful consideration, have been forced 
the conclusion that the proposed changes 
would not acceptable users British 
Braille, and would tend rather weaken the 
system than strengthen it. They seem 
us, indeed, be, may say so, 
minor and somewhat vexatious nature, which, 
sufficient importance derange 


existing knowledge Braille, are not 
real value securing its perfection. 

not wish your Commission feel 
that our conclusions have been arrived 
hastily, and therefore append this com- 
munication, detailed statement showing the 
reasons for the conclusions which have 
arrived, 

shall, course, most happy con- 
sider any further suggestions which due con- 
sideration may lead you offer, and once 
more assure you our earnest desire 
arrive conclusions which will benefit the 
English-speaking blind community 
manner which both desire. 

Signed behalf the National Uniform 
Type Committee, 

ARTHUR PEARSON, Chairman. 
HENRY WILSON, Vice-Chairman 


BURNS, Hon. Secretary. 
March, 1917. 


GRADE 

First.—The suggestion that all books should 
fully capitalised meets with general dis- 
approval Great Britain. quite ad- 
mitted that during the time when the power 
capitalise properly being acquired—that 
is, during school days,—it advisable that 
books use should fully capitalised. But 
this already done, and the future the 
probability that will universally done. 
may pointed out that the power 
capitalise acquired much writing 
reading, and that the ordinary 
Braille writing and Type-writing exercises 
endless opportunities are presented for the 
teaching the correct use capital letters. 
felt this country that the capital sign 
unnecessary Braille books meant for 
adult readers; that detracts from the pleas- 
ure reading, and obstacle fluency. 
The use the capital sign present 
optional, and the wisest course seems 
allow remain optional. Moreover, the 
matter not one essential 
Books printed America, fully capitalised, 
will quite readable this country, and 
books printed this country not fully capital- 
ised will quite readable America. Time 
will prove which the better method, and 
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doubt eventually time will settle the question. 

suggestion that the use 
the letter sign, dots 4-6, discontinued 
index Roman numerals, and any other 
connection where the use the capital sign, 
dots 2-6, conforms more closely letterpress 


practice. The objection this suggestion 
that the capital sign placed before certain 
numerals would convert those numerals into 
words capitalised. For instance, dots 2-6 
placed before and would convert these 
signs into Very, and It. 

Poetry line sign indispen- 
sable, unless poetry written line for line, 
letterpress—i. e., every new line poetry 
beginning with new line Braille. 
capitals are frequently used the middle 
lines poetry, capital could not always 
new line. 

substitution the full-stop, 
dots 3-4-6, for the present abbreviation sign 
would lead ambiguity. Braille, single 
letters followed full-stop occur far 
oftener than they letterpress, and read- 
ers would often loss know whether 
was intended. 

suggestion that the sign for 
full-stop, dots 3-4-6, used place the 
existing sign for the decimal point. The con- 
tention that the present sign likely 
confused with the fraction line sign, 
2-5. Experience proves that confusion be- 
tween the two signs practically unknown, 
and many mathematical books have recent- 
been printed this country, which the 
present sign for the decimal point used, 
would great pity make change not 
really required. 

good reason for accepting this 
suggestion that the opening and closing in- 
verted comma commas should the same 
sign—viz., dots been advanced, 
and such change would merely vexatious 
when gain follow. 

suggestion that dots 4-5-6 
used the sign interrogation depends upon 
the adoption the sixth suggestion, and 
the sixth has been rejected, follows that 
the seventh must also rejected. 


GRADE 


suggestion that the use 
contractions overlap the syllables 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


word discontinued. The Committee are 
opinion that this principle were adopted 
would greatly diminish the value the 
whole system contractions. has long 
been axiom British Braille that con- 
tractions are regarded generally 
sequences letters and not syllables, and 
depart from this rule would vitally 
change the whole system. The Committee 
not agree that the present practice reduces the 
value the system correct instrument 
education. 

such slight divergence practice would not 
render books unintelligible. 

suggestion that sequences 
word signs without separation should 
discontinued. This another point not ma- 
terial uniformity. There reason why 
both practices should not continue, any 
rate until distinct preference shown for 
one the other. 

ELEVENTH.—The Committee cannot accept 
its entirety the suggestion that the list 
abbreviated words now use employed 
only for the whole words for which they 
stand. They realize, however that the rules 
regulating the use additions these ab- 
breviated words require defined more 
clearly. suggested, therefore, that the 
difficulty would greatly minimised the 
compilation complete dictionary ab- 
breviated words for the guidance printers 
and others. 

lower-level contractions for “to,” dots 3-4-5; 
“into,” dots 4-5 3-4-5; and “by,” dots 4-5-6, 
suppressed, and that other signs sub- 
stituted. The Committee feel bound reject 
this suggestion, experience has not proved 
them that the use the existing signs 
equivocal, and they are opinion that 
would unwise make any such alteration 
the present time. 

THIRTEENTH.—The 
lower-level contraction for 
3-4-5-6, suppressed, and that dots 1-2-3-4-6 
used its stead, meets with the same 
objection the previous suggestion. 

AND 
gestions are that the word sign for “child,” 
“enough,” and “still,” should wholly sup- 
pressed, and also that initial compound 
contractions should likewise wholly sup- 
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pressed. The Committee feel that such 
pression would entail real loss. They 
not claim that the words selected for -con- 
tractions are the best, and they are prepared 
consider with the Uniform Type Commis- 
sion better selection words. They feel 
many valuable signs. may also pointed 
out that while many the words mentioned 
are not frequent occurrence general 
literature, they are religious books, 
increasing number which now being 
printed. 

The National Uniform Type Committee 
venture express the opinion that the Com- 
mission Uniform Type have greatly over- 
rated the difficulty learning British Braille. 


The experience educators the Blind 
this country that the system very easily 
learned, not only children, but also 
those who have lost their sight later years, 
This experience has been confirmed the 
ready way which soldiers blinded the 
war have been able, brief time, learn 
read and write Braille fluently and cor- 
rectly. The National Uniform Type Com- 
mittee are opinion that when the system 
has been more thoroughly tried America, 
many things which now seem difficult will 
appear longer, and that the system 
contractions will found acceptable 
this country. 


(From The Teacher the Blind, May, 1917.) 


BLINDED SOLDIERS RUSSIA 


was not until November, 1915, that the 
Petrograd Committee opened two institutions 
for blinded soldiers that city, each with 
accommodation for twenty-five men. must 
not forgotten that among the poorer classes 
Russia the standard education very 
low, that many the trades and profes- 
sions which are open our soldiers (such 
massage, piano-tuning, typewriting, etc.) can- 
not thought for these men. This nar- 
rows the field considerably, and far the 
only trades which has been found possible 
teach them are brush-making, basket-mak- 
ing, and—a new and very successful venture 
—boot-making. was not thought possible 
for blind man make boots until one 
the founders the Institute, while thinking 
some useful trade that could carried 
equally well anywhere, either town 
country, suddenly thought boot-making. 
Acting upon this, she found poor cobbler and 
asked him whether would undertake 
teach the blinded soldiers. agreed, and, 
order ascertain just what their difficulties 
would be, before beginning his lessons 
worked blindfolded for whole day. was 
successful with his pupils that after five 
months’ teaching their work was considered 
blinded soldiers’ work held Petrograd 
April, 1916, where attracted great attention. 
All the instruction given adapted the 
needs the individual; some have less sense 


touch than others, and if, for instance, 
they cannot manage the minute work stitch- 
ing the leather, they are given something 
easier for time, until they become accus- 
tomed “seeing with their hands.” 

Many the men, however, addition 
their blindness, are shattered health that 
they can only work for two three hours 
these men weaving, but the meanwhile they 
are learning make brushes, mops, etc., 
thought that the handling bristles and 
coarse strands hemp will develop their 
sense touch make comparatively easy 
for them handle fine threads later on. 

Russian peasants are nearly always very mu- 
sical and there are few who cannot play their 
national songs the balalaika, make really 
beautiful harmonies accordeon, 
that music gives the blinded Russian soldiers 
unspeakable pleasure. blind teacher gives 
them lessons the piano, and hoped that 
soon they will begin learn from Braille. 

great deal attention paid teach- 
ing them read Braille, and very good re- 
sults have been obtained, the men showing the 
greatest pride their achievement, and 
considers that many these men could only 
have had very slight acquaintance with 
letter-press, that their Braille books open 
new world for The 
con, March, 1917.) 
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CURRENT EVENTS 


ALABAMA 
BirMINGHAM Pusiic LiBrary 


The Birmingham Public Library now posi- 
tion to lend books in embossed type to blind readers 
throughout the Southern States. There is to be no 
charge for the service, and, everybody knows, the 
books can be sent by mail without postage. 

Most of the books are in American Braille but 
some are available Line and Moon Type, and 
New York 

list “Books for the Blind the Birmingham 
Public Library,” will be sent free of charge to any- 
one requesting it. The list will placed file 
all the leading Southern libraries. 

This collection about six hundred books for the 
blind has been made possible the co-operation 
the Birmingham Association for the Blind, the Amer- 
ican Library Association Committee Work with 
the Blind, the Perkins Institution, and the Free 
Library Philadelphia. 


CALIFORNIA 
For THE BLIND 


Leslie Bernard Schlinghyde, junior the Uni- 
versity California, has recently been elected 
Phi Beta Kappa. Election to this national scholar- 
ship fraternity honor greatly prized its 
members. The new members each year are usually 
chosen from the senior class, and it is an added 
distinction chosen when third year student, 
Mr. Schlinghyde was. graduated from the 
California State School for the Blind in 1913 and 
studying law the 


State FoR THE BLIND 
MABEL GILLIS, CORRESPONDENT 


Since the State Library has opened the Sutro 
Branch San Francisco, borrowers that city and 
vicinity may telephone their requests for books 
the Branch, and they are forwarded immediately 
Sacramento. This is a great convenience to some 
who have one help making out request 
cards. 

Miss Kate Foley, Home Teacher, has recently 
begun two new classes, one Covina, Los Angeles 
county, the other in Santa Ana, Orange county. 
The interest in both places is very encouraging, and 


planned open classes other nearby towns 
later. 


DISTRICT COLUMBIA 


WoRKERS FOR THE BLIND 
HARRIET L. STONE, CORRESPONDENT 


The social evening April the Library 
Congress was in charge of the entertainment com- 
mittee the District Columbia Association 
Workers for the Blind, and on that occasion, in re- 
invitation from this committee, Sergeant 
Major Robert Middlemiss, of the English regiment 
known as the King’s Own Borderers, told in his 
clear, graphic manner, of the Dardanelles Campaign, 
one engagement which he, himself, was blinded. 
Major Middlemiss gave this evening out his 


‘Blind Relief Fund, and this occasion was greeted 
appreciative audience and the close his 
talk was given a contribution by the Association 
which was tendered the spirit understanding 
sympathy and helpfulness—a gift from the blind 
the blinded soldiers and sailors. 

For some time there has been a desire for, and some 
agitation toward a change in the law governing the 
free education the blind children the District 
the Maryland School for the Blind, who have 
hitherto been classed as indigents. The change could 
only effected act Congress, and during the 
past session, committee composed blind members 
the District Columbia Association Workers 
for the Blind took the matter with the proper 
Committee Congress, and with the help the past 
endorsements and agitation, were able secure the 
elimination the objectionable 
clause. This Association admits only blind persons 
active membership and now its fourth year, 
with Miss Hoyt president, and has recently 


NationaL Liprary FoR THE BLIND 


Miss Margaret Wilson was greeted capacity 
audience the evening March 19, Epiphany 
Parish Hall, when she was heard recital under the 
auspices of the National Library of the Blind, of 
which she officer. Miss Wilson was assisted 
Melville Clark, harpist, New York, who, 
addition playing the accompaniments one group 
songs, made pleasing break the succession 
vocal numbers giving harp solos the usual 
concert harp and the small Irish harp. 

An address by Mrs. Ernest W. Roberts, former 
president the Library, preceded the recital, 
which some interesting data the work were pre- 
sented. The National Library for the Blind was 
organized six years ago, with Miss Etta Josselyn 
Giffin director. the six years has had three 
appropriations from Congress $5,000 each, and 
that short space time has accumulated 2,500 
books English, French, Italian, Spanish, German 
and Esperanto The Library has also ten pe- 
riodicals, many books printed English Braille 
the Library, books transcribed hand, 150 the 
Library and 850 outside, and 800 books have also 
been bound the Library. Special instruction has 
been given fifty blind men and women twenty- 
five states, who have been taught to read and write 
English Braille, and, they became proficient, were 
paid for copying books for this Library. Four thou- 
sand six hundred and seventy-five dollars has been 
paid blind copyists. Salaries have been paid 
six blind employes, nine blind assistants and one 
sighted The Evening Star, Wash- 
ington, D. C., March 20, 1917.) 


ILLINOIS 
THE BLIND AND SEEING 


The total enrollment blind pupils the Chicago 
Public Schools during the year 1915-1916, was fifty- 
one. this number, forty-one were enrolled the 


eight elementary grades, and ten high school 


Elementary school diplomas were received 


| 
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five girls and one boy; and one boy was gradu- 
ated from high school. 

former years, the Board Education fur- 
nished free charge, books the American Braille 
system raised print, typewriting and Braille paper, 
and materials for construction work. Car fare was 
provided for all children who used the elevated 
surface lines going and from school. 

The printing office was in operation during the 
summer 1915 and Saturdays the school 
year 1915-1916. has been possible get along 
with this small amount of time because the changes 
in textbooks have not been numerous in recent years. 

Much the time the special teacher the 
blind was given the academic subjects, but va- 
rious forms of hand training were not neglected. 
It has been thought wise to let the age and develop- 
ment the child determine the character this 
work rather than the number of the grade to which 
belongs. 

Weekly cooking lessons were given to the girls of 
the sixth, seventh and eighth grades. They kept 
accurate notebooks, developed skill the prepar- 
ation simple articles diet, learned food values, 
gained ideas economical buying, and acquired 
habits neatness and precision. 

After the boys have become somewhat proficient 
in reed and raffia work and in weaving, they enter 
the manual training shop. Many the problems 
given the regular manual training classes were 
successfully worked out this year, the boys deriving 
pleasure well profit from the activity. 

Physical training especial importance the 
blind. Physical culture teachers visited the centers 
twice month during the year. such times they 
conducted the lessons, made suggestions the teach- 
ers and planned the course training pursued. 

The work the high school pupils was creditable. 
It is not possible to supply them with Braille text- 
books the extent which the elementary 
grades. Books for supplementary reading, too, are 
almost wholly lacking. Thus the blind student 
handicapped by not being able to read for himself. 
This difficulty was obviated through the kindness of 
classmates, who did more reading for the blind stu- 
dents than during any previous year. With this 
assistance our boys and girls have not only done 
well the various subjects study pursued 
them, but they have been enabled participate 
other stimulating activities school life. They were 
members the literary society and took part de- 
bating and oratorical contests. One girl was a mem- 
ber the high school orchestra. 

An encouraging feature of the work is the fact 
that no blind graduate of a Chicago high school who 
has desired a higher training has failed to receive a 
college education free tuition charges. such 
cases umiversity authorities do not grant scholar- 
ships matter charity. They feel that they 
are, measure, equalizing conditions for the blind 
student, who must undergo great expense in purchas- 
ing books and employing readers. accordance 
with this generous policy, the University Chicago 
granted scholarship blind young man who was 
graduated from the Wendell Phillips High School 
June this year. This the fourth time such 
action has been taken the University Chicago 
for one our the Report the 
Superintendent the Chicago Schools, 1915-16.) 


KENTUCKY 
ScHOooL FoR THE BLIND 


Stirring addresses were made number 
prominent Louisville men yesterday afternoon at 
the seventy-fifth anniversary celebration of the Ken- 
tucky School for the Blind. General Bennett 
Young, who has for the last fifteen years served 
president the board, made the address the after- 
noon. said that the institution was the eighth 
the country and that the school ranks second 
none. General Young paid high tribute to Mr. and 
Mrs. B. B. Huntoon, formerly at the head of the 
school, most of whose lifetime was devoted to the 
undertaking this great philanthropic work. 


“That there has been touch graft seventy- 
five years, and that the highest motives have backed 
this work, and no word of suspicion about the man- 
agement has been uttered indeed ideal record, 
and one which can feel justly proud,” said he. 


The audience was taken back the early days 
the institution Miss Julia Purnell, Miss Purnell 
became identified with the school 1859 and re- 
mained there until she was ottered position 
Theodore Bell, and has been member the fac- 
ulty ever since. 


little blind child lessons the piano,” concluded Miss 
Purnell. 


General Haldeman eloquently praised Theo- 
dore Bell, who gave forty-three years his life 
the furtherance the work the school. re- 
called that the first superintendent the school con- 
ducted column the Courier-Journal, answering 
queries persons throughout the South. 
Haldeman read the tribute* Mr. and Mrs. 
Huntoon, written Susan Merwin, the present su- 
perintendent in which was recited the unceasing ac- 
tivities Mr. and Mrs. Huntoon place the school 
the high plane now occupies. 


After reading the paper, General Haldeman said 
thought that copy this should not only 
filed with the annual reports, but that it should be 
“engraven the hearts all.” 


the past who had graciously given their serv- 
ices, said: brighter stars the professional 
world, in the business world or in the commercial 
world ever existed than those who had placed the 
institution its and expressed the 
hope that always would continued. Mr. Ken- 
drick spoke of the changes that had been brought 
about and the progress made. spoke Dr. 
Bell and Judge William Bullock, who for 
many years served presiding officer. 

Miss Merwin gave readings from old records of 
the Kentucky School for the Blind and little Eva 
Jane Ellers, pupil the school, read poem en- 
titled Clock Time,” which was composed 
pupil Patriotic decorations and the sing- 
ing of several national airs gave a martial spirit to 
the The Rev. Warren pronounced 
the invocation and the benediction.—(From The 
Louisville Courier Journal, May 10, 1917.) 


See Vol. VI, pp. 94-97. 
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MARYLAND 
MINNIE HICKS, CORRESPONDENT 


The students the Maryland School for the Blind 
gave their annual concert Albaugh’s Theater, Bal- 
timore, the evening April 19th, The program 
consisted octets and solos for piano, selections for 
violin and cello, vocal solos, duets and choruses, and 
scene from Shakespeare. The entire presentation 
was characterized skill and good taste which 
delighted the audience. Diplomas were awarded 
Misses Mary Grace Croucher and Esther Louise 
Elkins. 

May the “Sons Prometheus,” society 
representing the older boys the school, gave very 
creditable entertainment the assembly hall. The 
hall was crowded with spectators, and from the be- 
ginning the Forum Scene 
“Julius Caesar,” act III, scene 2, to the last word 
“The Millionaire Janitor,” two-act comedy, the 
attention the audience never flagged. The young 
amateurs appeared equal advantage the tense 
situations the Shakespearean drama and the whole- 
some fun the little comedy. Several musical 
selections, including numbers for violin and for voice, 
were given during the intermission. 

Thursday evening, May 24, the annual exer- 
cises the Department for Colored and Deaf 
was held Albaugh’s Theatre. 

The audience was made entirely colored peo- 
ple with the exception few close friends the 
school who occupied the boxes, 


The entire house fifteen hundred seats was sold 
before the entertainment began. 


Near the close the entertainment, Superintend- 
ent Bledsoe presented two medals for the best work 
the two departments the school. his address 
spoke the small beginning made this school 
when came from Alabama nineteen years ago, and 
compared the little school its crowded quarters 
the city with the splendid buildings and site the 
present modern plant. 


The audience was enthusiastic and highly appre- 
ciative all that being done, not only for the deaf 
and blind children, but also for the forty adult blind 
colored the Workshop. 


The next event interest will the Field Day 
the School for the Blind, Overbrook, Pa., on the 
eleventh June—an event for which the Maryland 
boys are preparing with great enthusiasm. The hon- 
ors the day will contested representatives 
the Overbrook School; Perkins Institution, Boston; 
Western Pennsylvania Institution for the Blind, 
Pittsburgh, and the Maryland School for the Blind. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
INsTITUTION 
ALLEN, CORRESPONDENT 
The early months 1917 have proved ex- 
ceedingly busy ones the Perkins Institution, and 
incidentally for the community which belongs, 
Watertown, Mass. Following are some the many 
interests outside the schoolroom and daily life: 


Four public patriotic lectures (one month) under 
the auspices Sons Veterans. 


Lectures Dr. and Mrs. Luther Gulick 
“Physical and “The Camp Fire Move- 
ment.” 


Song rehearsals Camp Fire Girls (about 200 
number) this and surrounding towns, prep- 
aration for big birthday assembly Mechanics 
Hall, Boston, which Perkins fire, Camp Pequos- 
sette, participated through singing, one its mem- 
bers giving the sunrise song. 


Percy MacKaye’s play, given students 
Tufts and Jackson colleges. 


musicale, given the Thursday Morning Mu- 
sical Club Watertown its second guest night, 
which were invited 400 guests, including members 
the faculty and advanced and music students 
Perkins Institution. 


Lectures Samuel Elder, Esq., the League 
to Enforce Peace; by the Rev. D. Brewer Eddy on 
“In Thirty Camps with Tommy Atkins”; and 
Miss Winifred Holt, her work France for 


Two presentations “The Merchant Venice” 
boy pupils the school, each which 
audience fully 500 persons gathered and through 
which the sum of $375 was added to the funds of 
two school clubs. This play will twice repeated 
for the benefit the American- British-French-Bel- 
gian Permanent Blind Relief War Fund, through 
which organization the business part the produc- 
tion being managed. 


addition these events, all which took 
place the hall Perkins Institution, the Girls’ 
Glee Club has been much demand sing 
neighboring church societies, hospitals and clubs; and 
social gatherings have been arranged for the pleasure 
the pupils through ladies Temple Israel, Bos- 
ton, and St. Patrick’s Church, Watertown. in- 
vitation from near-by theatre gave party 
200 teachers and pupils the delight attending 
performance of. “Little Women.” 


troup Boy Scouts from Brookline gave the 
primary boys enjoyable Saturday afternoon “hike.” 


There have been visits the school from groups 
students from neighboring schools and colleges, 
and 500 more persons attended working exhi- 
bition Perkins pupils Washington’s Birthday. 

Several visitors have worked and observed the 
schoolrooms (one them for five weeks) with the 
definite purpose fitting themselves for helping sol- 
diers and sailors blinded in war; and one young 
woman, a graduate of the school, has here prepared 
herself for her special Red Cross work lecturing 


and training women for work behalf blinded 
soldiers. 


The chief interest connection with all these 
activities centered the fact that they have been 
shared common with friends and neighbors the 
outside world, thus proving the value the school 
the community less than that the commu- 
nity the school. means cementing friend- 


ships, which augurs well place the institution 
will continue fill its home town. 
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MICHIGAN 
ScHooL FoR THE BLIND 


The Industrial School for Boys and the Mich- 
igan School for the Blind Lansing are doing their 
part the way food preparedness. 

The work the latter institution most interest- 
ing. While the School for the Blind observes the 
same open periods as the public schools, and will be 
closed in a few weeks for the summer vacation, a 
group students expressed desire Supt. 
Holmes participate the state wide gardening 
movement. These were divided into three groups 
and 800 square feet the land belonging the in- 
stitution was allotted each group. This land they 
have prepared and planted such vegetables 
mature late the summer. Summer cultivation will 
cared for employes the institution and 
when the competing groups students return 
the fall they will complete the work 
their crops, which will weighed, counted and tab- 
ulated.—(From ocal newspaper, May 15, 1917.) 


Granp Rapips ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND 


The Michigan legislative House Committee on state 
affairs failed report out the bill for pecuniary 
aid for adult blind the measure has been lost for 
this year. 

The Association was mére successful providing 
the blind with employment April than any pre- 
vious month since its organization. The caners had 
all the work they could do. Three new patients 
massage were secured. One partially blind man 
and one totally blind woman were placed local 
factories. This the first blind woman em- 
ployed Michigan factory and required end- 
less patience, tact and time persuade the factory 
management to accept her services, 

Eighteen new eye cases were cared for with the 
assistance the Association’s staff volunteer ocu- 
lists during the month; ten visits were made and 
fourteen visits received. Twenty-one books were 
loaned Braille readers and twenty-two lessons 
given. Six social educational meetings were held.— 
(From the April Report.) 


MISSOURI 
CoMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 


explanation the vetoing the appropriation 
for the Missouri Commission for the Blind and 
the splendid campaign inaugurated raise the 
amount public subscription given the fol- 
lowing statement taken from St. 
craT, of April 27, 1917: 


For the sake the blind, almost 200 men and 
women, April 26, the Mercantile Club, signed 
cards pledging themselves work the campaign 
which started the next day for the raising of $50,000. 

They met at the club at 9:30 the next morning 
to go out in two teams, with Oliver Abel and Jacob 
Lampert as captains, to get the subscriptions. The 
result of their efforts will be announced Monday 
night. The deep feeling aroused the worthiness 
of the cause and the enthusiasm shown was con- 
sidered by every one as an indication that they will 
be successful. 

The campaign will charge Bilheimer 
and James C. Jones, who planned the campaign by 
which $300,000 was raised buy the Cardinals and 
the $85,000 to put the Mercantile Club on its feet. 

Martin Collins, president the Missouri School 
for the Blind,, as toastmaster at the dinner, first 
introduced Mayor Kiel, who stated that it was the 


unfortunate financial condition the state that 
forced Governor Gardner veto the bill 
ing $50,000 for the Missouri Commission for the Blind 
for 1917 and 1918. The mayor said felt certain 
the generous people St. Louis will make the 
money. paid tribute Jones for originating the 
idea. 

Frederick Lehmann declared the Governor 
knew it was a worthy movement and vetoed the bill 
because he felt he could trust it more than any other 
the charitable people the state. told how 
bad off the state was financially when the Governor 
was elected and how, in cutting down expenses he 
had sliced appropriations for the Executive Mansion 
and _ his own office force. 

“This movement also for the prevention blind- 
ness, which frequently can done infancy,” 
said. postscript added that friend who 
could not be present sent a check for $500 as a 
proxy. 

Mr. Jones read letter from Governor Gardner 
which subscribed $250. The letter also stated that 
$12,500, two years ago the Legislature 
and never paid, available out the money bor- 
rowed from the banks, not part the $50,000 
fund, but will needed pay debts. Mr. Jones 
also read letter sent Henry Koplar Mayor 
Kiel offering for one night above expenses all the 
receipts the Lindell, Montgomery, Novelty, 
Cherokee, Gravois, Arco and Plaza theatres. 

People who have read the movement the 
newspapers have already sent $5,799.36, Mr. Jones 
announced, and also two contributions of $5,000 each 
have been made the condition that the other $40,- 
000 raised. 

Mr. Bilheimer made address which put every- 
body their tiptoes ready work. 

“T say as a salesmanager that St. Louis is sold 


declared. need now are order 


takers.” 


He then said that everybody ought to be willing 
to give up a few hours of their time to such a worthy 
cause, referring to the example of many patriots who 
their lives that the Stars and Stripes 
of Freedom might be floating over the assemblage. 
When called out, get set, go,” signal 
everybody began signing pledges to work. 


Mr. Bilheimer stated that 20,000 letters were sent 
out yesterday to people in St. Louis asking them to 
contribute and that pastors, priests and rabbis will 
make appeals to their audiences tomorrow. He said 
that even children are sending in their pennies. No 
money was collected last night. 


Dr. Bitting, pastor the Second Bap- 
tist Church, stated that will make the appeal both 
morning and evening and also will give an hour a 
day shoe leather soliciting contributions. 


The Shop for the Blind Jefferson avenue and 
Howard street, employing sixty men and women, 
had closed when the funds were cut off, throw- 
ing the employes out the street, penniless and 
without employment. If the fund is raised the shop 
will reopened. 


Since the above was printed the money has been raised 
and the shop opened. 


MONTANA 
For THE BLIND 
RUSSELL, CORRESPONDONT 


Each year there day given what called 
“Boulder Day” the Montana School. Anyone 
who knows Montana can see the need such day. 
This year was observed Friday, May 11, the 
boys were on one side and the girls on the other. 
The result was close was decided tie. The 
boys, assisted the lady teachers, piled 167 cu. ft. 
and the girls, assisted the men teachers, piled 
168 cu. ft. The next week the rocks were used 
dam the river and prevent over-flow. now 
have our potato patch cleared and the river checked 


by—as the saying hands make light 
work.” 
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NEW YORK 


State COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 


July 1917, the New York State Commission 
for the Blind will be empowered by an amendment 
enacted by the recent legislature to receive contri- 
butions from outside sources. In last year’s budget 
the Commission asked for the sum $5,000.00 which 
was serve rotary fund enable carry 
its home industrial and workshop efforts. The 
legislature made the appropriation, but through some 
unfortunate circumstances the Commission later found 
that the money which the legislature had appropriated 
was not available. Some the friends the Com- 
mission who are deeply interested in its activities, 
offered contribute the money necessary enable 
the Commission carry its worthy efforts, but 
the surprise many, was found that under the 
constitution New York was not possible re- 
ceive these gifts; hence the reason for the passage 
this amendment. 


New 


June 30, 1916, the collection the Library 
for the Blind consisted of 5,967 volumes (an addition 
742 volumes since September 30, 1915) printed 
six different types. 

The Library and the New York State Commission 
for the Blind, have been cooperation, the 
Library furnishing books of interest and for study 
the readers who have been referred the Library 
the Commission and also aiding the Commission 
by lending to the readers, books on the handicrafts, 
which have been taught the “home teachers” 
the the state. College students also and 
pupils the high schools have applied for Latin, 
German and French text books and for those 
history and higher mathematics. gratifying 
réceive many words appreciation not only from 
the readers general literature, but from those who 
have found the Library especial assistance their 
teaching.—(From Annual Report, 1916.) 


PAUL CORRESPONDENT 
tution held its annual mid-year recital. 
gram consisted of instrumental music, piano, organ 
and violin, and vocal music, both solo and choir 
numbers. All the various branches the musical 
art were admirably represented, and the whole en- 


tertainment was well received very large 


enthusiastic audience from the city Batavia. 

On March 16, an exhibition was given in the gym- 
nasium for the purpose demonstrating the phys- 
side our education. Practically every pupil 
the school was obliged partcipate the drills 
executed the different classes. The apparatus 
work was also exhibited and was the most attractive 
feature the program. Although the attendance 
was not satisfactory had been anticipated, the 
Program was, nevertheless, performed with enthu- 
siasm and accuracy. 

Walter Bently Ball, baritone singer who resides 
in Rochester, has recently favored us with two de- 
lightful recitals. Mr. Ball has sung 


times former years, and never fails make his 
His voice very 


entertainments enjoyable. 


pleasing quality, and his programs possess such 
variety that all danger of monotony is eliminated. 

Dr. Mace, who was formerly professor history 
Syracuse University, delivered lecture here 
few weeks ago the subject “Lincoln, Man 
the People.” presented his topic very defi- 
nite and simple manner, and imparted 
uable information. The Young Men’s Literary So- 
ciety this school, which offers prizes every spring 
for the three best stories written pupils the 
institution, held public meeting May which 
the prize stories were read. The society was as- 
sisted by the Boys’ Glee Club, which rendered sev- 
eral very amusing selections. 

The Camerata Nuova, literary society composed 
the older girls here, challenged the high school 
girls Batavia speaking contest. Three speak- 
were chosen from each school means pre- 
liminary contests held shortly before the final one. 
May 11, the final contest occurred the chapel 
this school. Three judges were selected from out- 
side, none of whom had any connection with either 
of the contesting parties. The judges gave the de- 
cision to the girls of the Batavia High School by a 
score of 23 points to 22%. A loving cup was 
awarded the winners the Camerata. The side 
which victorious allowed keep the cup for 
one year, and fortune favors them for three con- 
secutive years, they secure permanent possession 
the prize. 

few days ago the Board Managers received 
the resignations Mr. Geer, the principal the 
school, and Miss Scott, the girls’ industrial 
teacher. Both resignations take effect the expi- 
ration this school term. 


ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND 
D. F. ROGERS, CORRESPONDENT 


JOSEPH HODGES CHOATE 
The New York Association for the Blind, the 
death its President, The Hon. Joseph Choate, 
has lost devoted officer and splendid friend. 

Mr. Choate became President of the Association 
June, 1918, when the Hon. John Finley re- 
signed to go on the New York State Commission 
for the Blind, and his presidency was real one 
every sense of the word. He watched over the activ- 
ities of the Association with unflagging interest and 
was a frequent visitor at the Lighthouse, where the 
members the staff felt that they could always 
ask his advice and help. 

Not only the blind associated with the Lighthouse, 
but the blind throughout the country have lost 
genuine friend. 


THE LIGHTHOUSE LITERARY CLUB 

The Lighthouse Literary Club was organized on 
March 1917 with members. The membership 
composed boys and younger men who are not 
connected with the Blind Improvement Club. 
Its objects are: To engage “in literary and dra- 
matic activities; study questions public interest 
and social welfare its members.” 
The Club meets the first and third Monday eve- 
nings, and self-governing organization. has 
several sighted boys who act guides and who, 
under the constitution, are permitted associate 
members take part events, but not hold 
office. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


BLIND MEN’S IMPROVEMENT CLUB 


The Blind Men’s Improvement Club New York 
organized eleven years ago when The New York 
Association for the Blind was founded, numbers 
one hundred and twenty-five members, all men. While 
enjoying the hospitality the Association and 
meeting in its auditorium the Club is, nevertheless, 
entirely independent and operates under its own 
constitution and by-laws. 

The objects the Club are: (a) promote 
social intercourse and aid sick and needy mem- 
bers. (b) give opportunity for the exchange 
helpful ideas. (c) acquaint the general public 
with the best methods advancing the interests 
the sightless. 

committee visiting the sick and needy mem- 
bers from time time granted funds from which 
make small loans gifts provide delicacies, 
etc. The Club this way expends several hundred 
dollars each year. committee legislative affairs 
endeavors keep track pending legislation affect- 
ing the blind. 

For number years past the Annual Benefit 
Concert has been given the early Spring which 
the services professional artists the highest 
rank are obtained, and funds for the use the 
Club during the coming year have been largely aug- 
mented from this source. 

The Committee Newsstands very active one 
the Club and charged with the duty obtaining, 
far possible, newsstand privileges for such 
its members and other blind men may 
deemed fitting and likely succeed. 

The routine the Club consists business 
meeting 8:15, which lasts until nine o’clock, and 
from that time forward the evening devoted 
literary, musical and other entertainment, five 
nights the year general members’ evening 
which occasion regular set program planned, 
the members themselves providing the entertainment. 
During the past year the Club has had addresses 
the heads prominent staff members the De- 
partment of, Public Charities, the Board of Health 
and the License Department; another the elec- 
toral system the country, given prominent 
member the editorial staff one the big city 
papers. 

The meetings are seldom attended by less than 
one hundred members and guides, and the Club 
filling important place the lives the blind 
the city. 

THE WOMEN’S CLUB 


The Women’s Club always striving, where pos- 
sible, keep abreast the times, and has been 
doing its Red Cross ever since the out- 
break the great war. 

The first move was Red Cross Benefit. por- 
tion the amount raised was sent the Red Cross, 
and the remainder was used to purchase materials 
for the making socks and scarfs blind women, 
who received their pay from the Club. since 
the members have been active along this line and 
last summer, while at Riverlight, they made many 
useful articles which were approved and accepted 
one the war relief societies. The Club now 
entering into negotiations with other organizations 
and expects continue this work much larger 
scale. 


The Club always glad act practical 
suggestions from other organizations its kind. 


THE HIGH COST LIVING 

The high cost living has been somewhat 
duced for the Bourne Workshop for Blind Men 
through the efforts the shop management 
buying and selling the men, groceries 
wholesale rates. The plan has been operation 
only few weeks, but far has met with great 
favor, as the men get first class goods much below 
the usual prices. Friday, “Pay sees the 
ily man leaving the shop heavily laden with the 
week’s supplies. 


INSTITUTE FOR THE THE BLIND 
VAN CLEVE, CORRESPONDENT 

Wholly upon their own initiative, but under the 
guidance one the teachers the school, boys 
the Primolium Club recently gave, the Assem- 
bly Hall the Institute for the Education the 
Blind, two very delightful little comedies translated 
from the French. large number friends and 
relatives the pupils, well friends the 
Institute, were present. 

request the Executive Committee the 
American Guild Organists the Institute’s organ 
used the annual examination candidates 
for recognition that organization. Two pupils 
the Institute are candidates for examination 
come Associate Fellows the Guild. 

March, 1917, occurred the Anni- 
versary Exercises the Institute. The program was 
the usual exhibition some the activities the 
school. Besides the organ, pianoforte, and vocal 
performances the music department there was 
explanation one the pupils the method 
reading music in New York Point and committing 
memory selections played, the pupil demon- 
strating with a piece of music which he had never 
before used. There were also recitations, and 
demonstration pianoforte tuning. 

The present year concludes the seventy-ninth ses- 
sion the present building the New York In- 
stitute. Next December will occur the 
Anniversary the laying the corner stone 
this building. Located one the busiest busi- 
ness sections New York City, beside the very 
entrance the Island Manhattan for the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, this school has lost more and more 
its residential neighbors and its unusually large lawn, 
comprising more than half an acre, is truly an oasis 
business desert. The Institute doing its “bit” 
lending its lawn for the training the Home 
Defense League’s local company. 


New 
LUCILLE GOLDTHWAITE, CORRESPONDENT 

The total number embossed books, music scores 
and magazines circulated the Library for the 
Blind during the year 1916 was this 
circulation included 715 renewals. There were 
288 volumes sent readers mail and 251 
express. The active readers numbered 1,017, of 
whom only 198 were residents other states than 
New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, the usual 
limit circulation. the collections embossed 
books in libraries throughout the country are devel- 
oped and strengthened expected that such 
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plicants will find it possible to obtain reading matter 
from nearer sources. 

The circulation the various types was tol- 
lows: American Braille, 4,510; European Braille, 
9,407; Braille music, 1,024; Moon, 6,007; New York 
Point, 8,685; New York Point music, 2,051; Line 
Letter, 74; Ink Print, 35; Standard dot, Several 
causes contribute the increasing use the Euro- 
pean Braille type. The most obvious these the 
large number new titles now coming from the 
English presses. The prominence given the sys- 
tem by the possibility of its acceptance in the United 
States uniform type, and the popularity the 
English magazines embossed in it, are other reasons 
for the demand. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
FoR THE BLIND 


JOHN RAY, CORRESPONDENT 

amendment was passed recent General 
Assembly North Carolina rendering the compul- 
sory education law affecting blind children more 
effective. 

A comprehensive and stringent law was passed, 
looking to the prevention of blindness in North 
Carolina, whose provisions for enforcment are com- 
mitted the State Board Health. The Secretary 
the Board Health enthusiastic for the en- 
forcement the provisions this law and have 
believe that good results will arise. 

bill was passed providing appropriation 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars begin the 
work the construction cottage system for the 
use the School, the same erected upon 
new, 80-acre tract purchased for the School four years 
ago, the suburbs. Plans are process prep- 
aration for the beginning this work and 
hoped that will pushed completion soon 
practicable, least far the funds hand will 
provide. hoped that the white department 
the School will able remove these new 
quarters not later than the opening of the session 
beginning the fall 1918. 


OHIO 
FOR THE BLIND 


MRS. PALMER, CORRESPONDENT 

Cleveland there are over sixty blind men whose 
work brings them direct contact with the public. 
They are selling tuning keeping stores doing 
other work where knowledge the principles 
salesmanship needed. 

The Society for the Blind has just closed course 
of four lectures which have been given one evening 
week some the foremost experts the city. 

Mr. William Powell, head the advertising 
department of the Sherwin-Williams Company, and 
wide selling experience well, undertook 
arrange the course and was surprised the ready 
response from men whose service this kind could 
not bought for money. 

Each the four speakers approached the matter 
successful dealing with the public from different 
angle and time was allowed the close each 
meeting for questions, was great benefit 
the audience blind men. Small details, such 
the matter getting hearing when the customer 
seems disinclined spend any time, were discussed, 


and many suggestions were made to the men as to 
what handle. 

Mr. Powell became interested that has vol- 
unteered one or two evenings a month when men 
wishing consult him how increase their 
incomes may lay their problems before him. 
has wide acquaintance with the leading business 
men the city, will find some one who can 
help solve each problem and has already started 
two men out more practicable work than what 
they were formerly engaged in. There has already 
been request for another course next fall. 


The Cleveland Society for the Blind starting 
group blind women work for the Red Cross 
and the Navy League. They are meet one after- 
noon each week the headquarters the Society 
and work under direction and work 
taken home. They are knit various needed articles 
and simple hemming towels and snip 
the ends materials which fill the surgical 
pillows and roll bandages and make the tampans. 

All this work can just well done blind 
workers and the contribution the cause will 
considerable. Much enthusiasm shown joining 
the great movement for service the part women 
all over the country. 


State For THE BLIND 


“That was the finest thing I have ever seen in 
life,” said one the totally blind pupils from the 
School for the Blind after witnessing “The Birth of 
Nation” with 200 others from the school. 

The woman’s face, she stood the lobby 
the Hartman theatre with arm through that 
Superintendent Campbell, shone with exalted spirit. 
Her eyes were sightless but superficial notice would 
told one that. 

saw everything that you saw with the exception 
the actual expression the faces the actors 
and even some these pictured with much 
vividness as if the living faces had been before me,” 
said this young woman in reply to a query as to 
her impression and the extent her knowledge 
the film. 

Superintendent Campbell and other representatives 
the school sat with the pupils and told them 
the various scenes depicted the screen. Mr. 
had previously explained the story detail 
the school, having himself seen the picture 
number of times. ? 

But the biggest aid in their enjoyment of the film 
was the orchestra and the mechanical apparatus 
used provide the proper setting for the pictures 
themselves, 

“The music,” said one the blind pupils, “is 
amazingly well arranged help person without 
sight follow the plot; theme after theme became 
known the story advanced even before those 
who actually saw the pictures and began explaining 
April 1917.) 


During the past winter, through the generous co- 
operation the managers the local theatres, 
the pupils have been enabled attend number 
musical comedies and theatrical performances, in- 
cluding Hamlet, Merchant of Venice and Macbeth. 
hundred students witnessed the latter company 
with 400 pupils from local High Schools. This com- 
bination blind and seeing pupils was practical 
education the general public. 

When has not been possible secure seats 
free reduced rates, Mr. Campbell has invited 
performers give private entertainments the 
School hall. Two the most interesting these 


were Mr, Houdini, the Handcuff King, and the Co- 
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lumbia Club Band San Francisco, composed 
thirty-six boys varying in age from 12 to 16. These 
lads were just returning from tour the United 
State and Canada. They have been entertained 
every city which they have visited, but they had 
never been school for the blind. 

Before giving their concert they visited every 
partment the school and later had luncheon the 
dining room with the pupils. Upon their departure 
they said they had enjoyed this experience with the 
blind boys and girls much anything their 
whole trip. 

Previous groups lads from this same San Fran- 
cisco Club have been around the world and Aus- 
tralia twice and the fact that company such 
youthful players could well proved great 
source inspiration the members the band 
the School for the Blind. 


OKLAHOMA 
THE BLIND 


Work the new building the Oklahoma School 
for the Blind, for which appropriation $50,000 
was made, will begin the first June. This build- 
ing will contain auditorium with pipe organ 
addition to other rooms, and will increase the ca- 
pacity the school nearly fifty per cent. The 
school now has an enrollment of 110. 


Two thousand dollars was also allowed for the 
purchase new land increase the present site 
six acres. 

Lemuel Jennings Childers, one the five gradu- 
ates the Oklahoma School for the Blind ,will spend 
the coming year the Philadelphia School for the 
Blind, where he will continue the study of the 
piano and organ. 


Lemuel, years age, has completed both 
the literary and musical courses the school and 
addition has taken piano tuning. He has in the past 
taken medals typewriting and this year has re- 
ceived the gold watch annually given the Super- 
intendent the pupil making the best record for 
the year. 


May gave recital the Muskogee 


Central High School auditorium which played 
several selections his own composition. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Home 
MRS, KENNEDY, CORRESPONDENT 


will interest Moon type readers who 
are Roman Catholics learn that the Catechism 
the Catholic Church has just been issued 
type the Xavier Free Publication Society for the 
Blind, New York City. 

Gifts American Braille and New York Point 
Roman Catholic literature have from time time 
been made the Xavier Free Publication Society, 
to the Library of the Pennsylvania Home Teaching 
Society and Free Circulating Library for the Blind, 
Philadelphia, but the Roman Catholic Catechism 
two volumes the first Catholic publication Moon 
type and will followed others. 


Some years ago a few “Moon” books were pub- 
ished in Louisville, Kentucky, but as the Moon So- 


ciety, Brighton, England, was continually issuing new 
titles, the work was discontinued at Louisville. 

The latest report from the Moon Society, England, 
shows 9,453 bound volumes and magazines, and 3, 
951 new book plates issued during the year. 


ScHOOL THE BLIND 


IDA PRICE, CORRESPONDENT 

Among the entertainments given at Overbrook dur- 
ing the past winter were Piano-Lecture Recital, 
April 11, Sir Edward Baxter-Perry, and Violin 
Recital May 15, Abraham Heitowich, 

Overbrook has been glad to welcome recently, as 
visitors, Miss Packard, the principal teacher the 
Girls’ Department Perkins Institution; Miss Taylor, 
of the Department of Psychology at Perkins, and 
Miss Farrington, of the Music Department of the 
New York School. 

plan setting aside twenty minutes one 
morning the week for practice before the school 
in dramatic work, has long been followed by the 
Literary Departments. The Music Department now 
gives such period recital Thursday mornings, 
for both vocal and instrumental pupils. 

February Mr. James Hamilton gave party 
the gymnasium mark the anniversary his 
coming Overbrook. Sixty lighted candles marked 
the years of his long and useful career, which has 
left its impress the whole school. 

recent event interest the classes the 
workroom was display hand-work one 
the department stores, where prizes were offered for 
articles receiving the greatest number of votes. Miss 
Anna Korkos, one the pupils Overbrook, and 
Miss Ruth Buck, a graduate, were awarded prizes 
for sweaters. 

BOY SCOUTS 

May the two Boy Scout Troops Over- 
brook, Number 118 and Number 123, took part 
parade Scouts and mass meeting, held 
the Armory. This was the largest gathering of the 
kind ever held. The Scouts were armed with rakes 
and hoes, and each pledged himself raise sufficient 
food for one soldier. 

donation ten bushels seed potatoes was 
made the troops Overbrook two interested 
friends. The Scouts have ploughed the ground and 
planted the potatoes. 

Troop 123 will camp Lafayette from May 
until May 20. Mr. Randle and Mr. Hartung, Scout 
Masters, will be in charge, and Captain Wilson, of 
the Board Managers, Mr. Burritt, Mr. Merrill, 
Field Officer, and Mr. Bilgram, Director the Boys’ 
Glee Club, will guests. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 

The Hapovgi Camp Fire Overbrook, Pa., has 
now a membership of sixteen. During the past 
winter the girls have given special attention the 
study the lives great women modern times, 
and to the winning of honor No. 1 for the rank of 
Fire Maker. their first supper the girls had 
their guests, Mr. and Mrs. Burritt, and Mr. 
F. Campbell of Ohio. Early in the winter the Camp 
Fire secured one the dime banks from the Perma- 
manent Blind Relief War Fund, which they suc 
ceeded in filling. Their Christmas work this year 


was gift ten dollars Oneida Institute, Oneida, 
Ky., the girls themselves earning this money. Early 
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in February the Camp Fire attended a Council Fire 
of all the Philadelphia Camp Fires; and on March 
17th ten of the girls gave a folk dance at the Phila- 
delphia Birthday Party the Camp Fire Girls 
America. They are looking forward to Red Cross 
work and First Aid Study through the spring, and 
to hikes and suppers in the woods when the days 
are warmer. 


PITTSBURGH 
THE BLIND 
LOUISE GRIMES, CORRESPONDENT 


Ever since President Wilson made his memorable 
address before Congress April 1917, our pupils 
have been eager to show their patriotism in every 
possible way. The first evidence this was the col- 
lection sum money, representing every one 
connected with our school, for the purchase flag 


replace the old, tattered one afloat the campus 
flag staff. The ceremony for the dedication of the 
new flag was most impressive. The procession was 
led eight Boy Scouts proudly carrying the huge 
flag, 12x20 feet, which was hoisted the top 
80-foot-pole amid the stirring sounds of the reveille 
and the salute of 21 guns. Rev. Frederic T. Galpin 
made the invocation. Col. Schoonmaker, Vice 
President of the Board of Directors, gave a patriotic 
address, urging all rally the support our coun- 
try the cause Democracy. “Uncle 
John” Brashear, who returned recently from sojourn 
Japan, was unavoidably prevented from 
ing in this ceremony as he had planned, but he sent a 
speech which had heard his friend, the late Am- 
bassador Guthrie make before his death 
upon the occasion of, the hoisting the American 
colors over the Pacific Mail offices Yokohoma. 
Rule principal of the Schenley High School which 
adjoins our school, was invited to read Ambassador 
Guthrie’s address and it was a privilege to hear this 
splendid tribute to the Stars and Stripes, which had 
been given by a member of our Board of Corpor-— 
ators. The patriotic music was sung with renewed 
the older boys, hoist the flag sunrise and lower 
sunset each day. 

Lawrence Dilworth Blair, who spent most last 
summer at Plattsburg, gave a very interesting talk 
“The Organization the Army,” before the 
Literary Society May. 

Both boys and girls have been doing “their 
gardening. Part the athletic field and strip 
along the campus were dug and planted 
toes and beans. The Domestic Science classes have 
been studying food values and economy the prepa- 
ration meals. The Boy Scouts have given their 
services for number affairs and the Camp Fire 
Girls have been sewing leisure moments for the 
Red Cross. 

Wesley Stevens, manager the Boys’ Athletic 
Club, has written play entitled “In the Nick 
time,” which was given the club under his di- 
rection in the chapel on May 25th for the purpose 
of raising half the expense of sending three athletes 
Overbrook June enter the meet with 
Perkins, Maryland and Overbook. the 
expense will provided the Board Directors. 
The Boys’ Dancing Class has been enthusiastic over 
exhibition “The Old Mole,” “Hey, Boys, 
Go,” “Picking Sticks,” and the Sword Dance 
this benefit entertainment. 


TENNESSEE 
CoMMISSION FOR THB 
The last Legislature passed the Bill creating the 
Tennessee Commission for the Blind. The text the 
law very similar those creating commissions 


other states. Ten thousand dollars was appropriated 
start the work. 


The preceding Legislature had acted favorably upon 


bill aimed more effectively prevent blindness. 
gratifying find more and more the states 
taking steps assist the adult blind and prevent 
the unnecessary loss sight. 


WASHINGTON 
For THE BLIND 
HALL, SUPERINTENDENT 


The Legislature appropriated sufficient funds 
double our acreage, build splendid kitchen and in- 


Washington School for the Blind 


dustrial building, a girls’ domestic science depart- 
ment, beautify our grounds and to wreck and re- 
move the old administration building. Provision was 
also made for two additional teachers; allow 
additional month’s salary for all teachers; and for 
field agent. 


WISCONSIN 
THE BLIND 


Two thousand people filled the assembly chamber 
the state capitol the evening April 11, sev- 
eral hundred standing the aisles and even the 
corridor, to hear the concert given by students of 
the Wisconsin School for the Blind, located 
Janesville. 


Beautiful orchestral and choral numbers, wonderful 
their execution under such handicap loss 
sight, were given the school’s orchestra 
pieces and the chorus members. 


The concert and exhibition were given the in- 
terest proposed legislation affecting the blind 
Wisconsin. The exhibit the blind students’ work 
was visited several thousand during the after- 
noon. Beautiful fancy work, handsome articles 
wood, intricate baskets woven from reed and 
exhibition of snap shots revealing phases of school 
life vied with each other attracting the visitors’ 
attention. special interest were samples 
writing, models neatness and accuracy. 

The exhibition was open visitors morning and 
afternoon. Special demonstrations reading, writ- 
ing, typing, use the dictaphone, sewing hand 
and machine, ironing and basket weaving were given 
students the school. 

Placards warning graphically against the causes 
loss sight through accident, and showing the 
means prevention were hung the exhibit room. 


—(Excerpts from The Madison Democrat, April 12, 
1917.) 


, 
by 
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CANADA 
ScHOOL FoR THE BLIND 


The Ladies’ Musical Club Halifax recently of- 
fered prizes for a knowledge of staff notation, etc., 
etc., said prizes competed for boys and 
girls attending school Halifax. pleasing 
record that the first prize of $8.00 and the second 
prize $5.00 have been won two the pupils 
this school, Russell Crain Piercemont, B., 
and Alex Lamey Glenora, 

Sir Frederick and Lady Fraser have been To- 
ronto. The Government Ontario has requested 
Sir Frederick Fraser make close survey the 
School for the Blind Brantford with view 
reorganizing and improving that institution. 

Mr. Theakston, who for many years has 
acted Field Secretary for the Maritime 
ciation for the Blind, has resigned his position with 
the Association and has been appointed assistant 
his father, Major Theakston. The latter has been 
City Missionary the North End Halifax for 
many years, where has done admirable work. 
Major Theakston now eighty-three years age 
and it is satisfactory to know that his son, George, 
who graduated from this school 1888 thor- 
oughly well qualified assist his father his grand 
work. 

Private John Ross, who lost his sight while fight- 
ing as a Canadian soldier on the battlefield in France, 
now registered pupil this institution. Mr. 
Ross fine speciman Canadian manhood. 
has little to say as to his loss of sight but he is 
keenly alive the importance securing training 
that will enable him earn his own living. Private 
Ross studying massage and making excellent 
progress. 

Some our graduates will remember Trooper 
Malloy, who after the loss his sight the South 
African war, spent the greater part year 
this institution. Trooper Malloy, now Lieutenant- 
Colonel Malloy, professor the Candian Mili- 
tary College Kingston. Coionel Malloy now ad- 
dressing public meetings in all parts of Canada with 
view organizing great the War Conven- 
tion,” which held Montreal during the 
month May.—(News Letter, April, 1917.) 


Mr. Philip Layton, the well known worker 
for the blind Montreal, has found time his 
busy life write two patriotic songs, the proceeds 
from the sale which are used for the bene- 
fit those who are blinded battle. The first 
these songs bears the title “Off to Fight the Ger- 
mans,” the second “Soon You'll Be Coming Home, 
Lads,” the chorus which has been effectively ar- 
ranged for part singing. Unlike most patriotic songs 
the second composition written waltz time and 
excellent for dance purposes. 

Mr, Layton will glad send sample copies 
upon request. 


INDIA 
ASSOCIATION WORKERS FOR THE BLIND 


India today has its Association of Workers for the 
teresting to note that this organization started with 
the name “Indian Association of Teachers of the 
Blind,” but felt that its scope should broadened, 
hence the change of name as well as the increased 
activities. 


The Association publishing quarterly entitled 
“Light the Blind,” the first number which was 
issued in January, 1917. Those wishing to become 
subscribers should send 75c Rau, Old 
Post. Office Road, Mysore, India. 

The following ladies and gentlemen are directing 


Chairman, M. Srinivasa Rau, Founder and Secretary 
the Mysore Institution for the Deaf and Blind; 
chairman, Miss Askwith, the Palamcotta 
School for the Blind; L. B. Shah, Founder and su- 
perintendent the Calcutta School for the Blind; 
Dr. Nilkantarai Dayabhai (blind), Bombay. Members 
the Committee, Miss Millard the Bombay 
School for the Blind, Shah, Esq., Calcutta, 
(blind) Calcutta; Secretary, Rau the 
Mysore Institution for the Deaf and Blind. 


LOOK FOR THE know that this magazine 
going to members of this committee. In fact, Miss 
Millard has received since was founded. 


Not Behind Patriotism. 


Nearly everybody feeling more less patriotic 
these days, but the strongest manifestation we have 
heard recently was practiced dozen little boys 
the Kentucky School for the Blind. 


For weeks the trend of all exercises, all music and 
recitations has been toward patriotism, and the school 
orchestra has been practicing every patriotic song 
in the category. 

“Whenever the ‘Star Spangled Banner’ played 
you must rise and stand, matter where you are,” 
instructed Miss Susan Merwin, superintendent the 
institution. 


Several days ago the nursery bunch small boys 
—twelve number ranging age from six eight 
years—had been cozily tucked away their beds for 
the night, when the stirring strains “The Star 
Spangled were wafted through the 
dors from room below where the orchestra was 
practicing. 

jumped the twelve youngsters from their beds 
and stood in their little white “nighties” as straight 
ramrods until the last echoes had died away.— 
(From the Evening Post, Louisville, Ky., April 21, 
1917.) 
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ROBERT IRWIN (blind), Cleveland, Ohio. Graduate the 
Washington State School for the Blind; A., Harvard, 


1907; Supervisor Classes for the Conservation Eye- 
sight, City Cleveland. 
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FOREWORD 


Association for Promoting the Interests the Blind takes 
pleasure publishing the original reports the “Ten-Year Survey Com- 
mittee,” invited inspect and report upon the work the Massachusetts 
Commission for the Blind. Massachusetts has been especially fortunate 
securing the interest and codperation the six gentlemen who make 
this committee. All are acquainted with adult blind problems well 
with those blind youth. Three are successful blind men and three 
have had active experience State Commissions for the Blind. 

The Association wishes here express its appreciation their gener- 
osity and that the institutions they represent, for their contribution 
time and thought Massachusetts problems this field. 


HALIFAX SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 
Fraser, K.B., SuPERINTENDENT 


Murdoch Square, Halifax, S., 
February 15, 1917. 


James 
Chairman Commission for the Blind, 
Park Street, Boston, Mass. 


Dear 


have now received the reports all the Members the Survey 
Committee appointed report upon the organization, activities, etc., the 
Massachusetts Commission for the Blind. presume that pursuant 
instructions these reports are now your hands. 

have carefully studied the papers submitted the Survey Committee 
and sending you herewith brief digest each these papers, with 
comments thereon. 

sincerely trust that the outcome this inquiry may real value 
the blind Massachusetts, and can assure you that the Members 
the Survey Committee individually and collectively have had great pleasure 
making the survey for the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind. 


Yours very truly, 


Per 


INTRODUCTORY COMMENT 
SIR FREDERICK FRASER, 


TOPIC NO. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTION FOR THE INSTRUCTION THE BLIND, 
OVERBROOK, 


Mr. Burritt expresses pleasure that with one two exceptions the 
activities the Commission are permissive, not mandatory. 

The Commission required register the names, etc., all 
blind persons Massachusetts. Mr. Burritt, writing with reference 
this registration, says that the last five years the Commission has 
annually added five hundred and twenty-five names its register. This, 
see it, would thus mean registration the five years between 
2,600 and 2,700 names. The Commission congratulated upon the 
completeness its registration the blind the Commonwealth 
Massachusetts. The statistics respecting the blind made available this 
registration must prove the utmost importance those interested 
the welfare the blind. 

Mr. Burritt commends the work the Commission for the Blind 
bureau information, and the same time accentuates the experience 
the Commission aiding home-industries for the blind and carrying 
workshops for the employment the blind, proving conclusively that 
home industries have far failed pay living wage. has occurred 
that the aid given home industries for the blind may have been 
largely given women. 

Mr. Burritt summarizes his comments the legislative authority under 
which the Commission carries its work the following paragraph 

“From all that could learn the time disposal while Boston, 
and from careful study the Acts creating the Commission and defining 
its powers, conclude that the legislature has clothed the Commission with 
authority adequate for the accomplishment the purposes for which 
was created.” 

Under the heading Mr. Burritt makes exhaus- 
tive comparison the system adopted the Commission, that 
providing employment for blind with the so-called flat pension 
system. entirely agree with Mr. Burritt’s conclusions that increase 
the State appropriation the Commission for the Blind should made. 


would always like clearly understood that opinion idleness 
many ways greater affliction the blind than the loss sight. firmly 
believe that the plan adopted the Commission, amplified, would result 
the employment all the capable blind people Massachusetts, and 
would, moreover, add materially the happiness the lives these 
citizens the State. 

Mr. Burritt has made exhaustive investigation the personnel 
the Commission, the central office staff, salaries officials, division 
labor, relation the members the staff each other and the Com- 
mission. heartily sympathy with his conclusions that great 
advantage would result from increasing the membership the Commis- 
sion, that the personnel the Commission thoroughly representative, 
that its members are experienced workers for the blind, that the central 
office staff well organized, that the salaries paid are reasanable, that the 
division labor between the respective officials just and fair, and that 
the relations the members the staff each other and the Com- 
mission are most satisfactory. 

would like add Mr. Burritt’s reference Miss Wright own 
expression esteem for the admirable work this lady has performed. 
Miss Wright’s zeal behalf the blind, her ability, and her wide experi- 
ence fit her marked degree for the responsible position which she now 
ably fills, and trust that the recommendation Mr. Burritt with 
respect the salary Miss Wright will receive the thoughtful consider- 
ation the Commission for the Blind. 

Mr. Burritt full accord with the definition blindness set forth 
the sixth annual report the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind. 

Mr. Burritt favors the extension the scope work the Commis- 
sion for the Blind give relief all needy blind persons within the 
State Massachusetts. This recommendation should receive the earnest 
consideration the representatives the State Legislature Massa- 
chusetts. The State has the Commission for the Blind all the machinery 
requisite investigate the condition the needy blind, and while the 
distribution relief might add the administrative responsibilities 
the Commission, believe that these responsibilities could met and dis- 
charged more readily, more economically, and more judiciously the 
Commission than any new organization that might appointed carry 
out this work. 

concluding his admirable survey Topic No. Mr. Burritt com- 
mends the Commission, its officials, and the work present being carried 
the Commission, and closes expressing the hope that the Legis- 
lators the State Massachusetts wise enough grant 
generous increase funds, that.the Commission may given oppor- 
tunity prove the correctness the incorrectness its plans provide 
relief for the blind some other manner than general pension system.” 


TOPIC NO. 


TENDENT, MINNESOTA STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND, 
MINN. 


Dr. Dow found the records the Commission excellent shape, and 
was Satisfied that the financial methods and system bookkeeping adopted 
the Commission were excellent. 

Dr. Dow makes gratifying reference the reports published from 
time time the Commission, and says- with regard the same: 
will say the published reports which include all important proceed- 
ings the Commission itself and its staff, together with special studies 
field agents and other officials, that consider them the whole the 
most important and valuable any matter concerning the blind presented 
the public printed form.” 

Dr. Dow was evidently much impressed with the thoroughness with 
which all records the Commission were kept, and closing his report 
pays well-deserved tribute Miss Lucy Wright and her staff. 

Dr. Dow concludes his survey follows: firmly convinced that 
the general scope its work investigation and record, industrial 
and social activity, and publicity and prevention work, hardly likely 
improved upon, and certainly not surpassed any similar organ- 
ization this country.” 


TOPIC NO. 


“THE BLIND THE Epwarp VANCLEVE, 
NEw INSTITUTE FOR THE EDUCATION THE 


Mr. VanCleve appreciates most fully the action the Massachusetts 
Commission for the Blind seeking out blind people through its field 
workers and the promptness with which such cases are suitably dealt with. 
suggests that the home teachers should utilized this particular 
line work. the same time intimates that the teachers are spread- 
ing their efforts over too wide area, and recommends that with addi- 
tional teachers more intensive work could made possible and visits 
pupils made more frequently. 

Mr. VanCleve enthusiastic his praise the efforts made the 
Commission secure opportunities for the blind work factories, 
but points out that the Workmen’s Compensation Law has measure 
prevented these efforts being crowned with the success they deserve. 
approves the plan adopted the Commission for the subsidizing 
workmen their own homes, workshops, greenhouses, etc. 


. 


Mr. approves the salesrooms for home products and 
the methods adopted the Commission this department their work. 
There can doubt that this activity the Commission might largely 
developed. 

Mr. VanCleve strongly advocates the establishment local centers for 
the blind and accentuates the advantages such centers. 

Mr. VanCleve concludes his survey three remarkably effective para- 
graphs, which points out that the Massachusetts Commission for the 
Blind, while serving the blind the best its ability, has the same time 
served the State most ably “in that the public have been helped see the 
problem the blind their own problem.” 


TOPIC NO. 


“SUBSIDIZED Survey Morrorp, SUPERINTENDENT, 


entirely accord with Mr. Morford’s emphatic statement 
that “blind manual labor due existing conditions the industrial world 
must subsidized the intent make the individual self-supporting 
wage earner.” Mr. Morford’s friendly criticism the flat-rate wage and 
the sliding-scale wage opinion justified, and his suggestion “that 
piece-work scale, sufficiently padded make for the handicap 
blindness, would much more efficient,” well worthy consideration. 

Mr. Morford accentuates the limitations for industrial training under 
present conditions and lays stress upon the disadvantages arising from the 
apprentices being placed the same workshop with skilled workmen, 
and suggests that “the establishment non-residential trade training 
shop especially for men would effectively solve this problem.” With this 
view entirely concur. 

Mr. Morford’s criticism residential center for trade training 
employment justified. own investigations such residential work- 
shops Great Britain have convinced their undesirability. 


TOPIC NO. 


“RELATION COMMISSION OTHER AGENCIES.” SURVEY 


Mr. Irwin was evidently strongly impressed with the ability 
the Commission’s agents enlist the codperation other organizations 
and with its relations with State and private social agencies. was also 
deeply impressed with the successful manner which the work the 


' 
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Commission was carried with agencies for the blind, 
especially with the Massachusetts Association for the Blind. Mr. Irwin 
clearly points out the advantages which have resulted from the 
the Commission with the management the Nursery for Blind Babies 
and other organizations for the blind. 

Mr. Irwin clearly states the respective positions taken the Massa- 
chusetts Commission for the Blind and the Blind Welfare Union the 
question pensions, but expresses opinion the relative merits 
the proposed legislation suggested these organizations. fact, 
rather implies that some other form relief should devised, indi- 
cated the following quotation from his survey: “Until satisfactory 
solution the blind relief problem put into operation, see hope 
for bringing about more harmonious relations between these two organ- 
izations.” seems that the attitude the Commission upon the 
question employment and relief worthy the support the blind 
well all the people Massachusetts, and think the Commission’s 
proposal should well tried out before resorting more radical methods 
assisting the needy blind. 

Mr. Irwin pays well-deserved tribute the active work the Com- 
mission with respect the conservation vision, and makes practical 
suggestion with respect the codperation the State Commission for 
the Blind and the State Board Education dealing with public school 
classes for children with impaired eyesight. 

Mr. Irwin’s masterly treatment the question the augmentation 
the wages the blind and the justification for such augmentation re- 
flects great deal credit upon him, and will read with interest the 
friends the blind far beyond the confines the State Massachusetts. 

His presentation the need that exists for some form relief many 
individuals who are blind strong and vigorous, and will readily 
admitted all who are interested the welfare those deprived sight, 
but Mr. Irwin non-committal the manner and method which 
such relief should extended the blind. 

again repeat that opinion the Massachusetts Commission for 
the Blind has taken the right view this question, and that the General 
Court Massachusetts would well advised follow the suggestions 
made the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind. 


: 


Topic No. 
“ORGANIZATION 


SURVEY BURRITT, Principal 
Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction the Blind, 
Overbrook, Pa. 


SURVEY THE ACTIVITIES THE MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND FOR THE TEN-YEAR 
PERIOD, 1907-1917 


No. Organization (including legislative authority, appropriation, 
personnel board, central office staff, with qualifications, salaries, etc., 
division labor, relations each other and the Board), outlined 
sion for the Blind; favorable details organization, definitions 
blindness, etc., further legislation, etc. 


LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 


examination the law creating the Commission and the amend- 
ments thereto indicates that the Act creating was wisely drawn, that 
allows large latitude action the Commission. With but one two 
exceptions, the activities the Commission are permissive, not mandatory. 


First. The Commission authorized (Section “to prepare and 
maintain register the blind Massachusetts, which shall describe 
their condition, cause blindness, and capacity for education and indus- 
trial training.” 

Data the numbers registered accordance with this provision 
the Act are not immediately available for each the ten years the Com- 
mission’s existence. They are, however, available published form for 
the past five years; for the fiscal years ending with November 30, 
1911, 1915, inclusive. These figures show that the Commission has 
maintained average registration annually over 1,500 blind persons, 
whom average about 525 per annum have been registered for the 
first time. The record for the last year the period 1,872 registered, 
561 them for the first time. 


Second. provided Section that “the Commission shall act 

bureau information and industrial aid, the object which shall 

aid the blind finding employment and develop home industries for 

them. For this purpose the Commission may furnish materials and tools 


any blind person, and may assist such blind persons are engaged 
home industries marketing their products.” 

The sixth annual report states that “the agents the Commission have 
had close with more than 3,500 the 6,000 persons tech- 
nically blind who are who have been registered with the Commission. 
this they have made least 20,000 visits almost every city and town 
the Commonwealth....” there has been material increase the 
appropriation, this work has probably not decreased amount. Through 
these visits and the many calls for information its office, the Commis- 
sion seems fulfilling its function “as bureau information.” 

How the Commission fulfilling its duty aiding the blind finding 
employment and developing home industries for them? The summary 
its activities for the year ending November 30, 1915, shows that either 
the provision training, regular temporary employment, shop indus- 
try canvassing, aid has been afforded 226 individuals, and that home 
industry has been fostered loans, equipment, use canvasser, use 
salesroom, etc., the case 148 other blind persons. That with all the 
effort put forth the fostering home industries there has resulted the 
meager return the workers less than $1,600, speaks forcefully the 
difficulties that are encountered efforts develop home industries. 
the other hand, that the 113 employees the Commission’s shops and the 
thirteen blind partially blind employees the staff were paid approxi- 
mately $43,500 the strongest argument for the extension these oppor- 
tunities until the State has met the need every blind person who has the 
mentality and the physical stamina profit them. 


Third. the provisions Section the Act, the Commission 
authorized establish, equip, and maintain one more schools for 
industrial training and workshops for the employment blind persons, 
pay employees suitable wages, and may devise means for the sale and 
distribution the products such schools and workshops.” Under the 
power conferred upon it, the Commission “has established workshops,” 
apparently paying suitable wages, and has devised means for the sale 
and distribution the products. The writer understands that training 


provided many instances for those who afterward become wage earners 
the shops. 


Fourth. The provisions Sections and making possible for the 
Commission provide for the temporary support individual under 
training, whether within without the State, are liberal and apparently 
adequate. The number thus provided for restricted somewhat the 
funds available for the purpose, but more the prospects subsequent 
remunerative employment. 


Fifth. Ample authority, too, has apparently been granted the Com- 
mission Section the matter the appointment the necessary 


officers and agents. The number and their compensation are restricted 
that portion the appropriation that may justly considered available 
for this phase the Commission’s activities. 


Sixth. not strange that the amendments provided Sections 
and should have been sought early the Commission’s history. 
business can operated without some capital, and this preéminently 
true business which conducted upon small margin profit or, 
more generally, positive loss, the case where the artisans are 
laboring under the handicap imposed blindness. 


Seventh. The writer believes that the transfer Chapter 201 the 
Acts 1916 the supervision the instruction the adult blind 
their homes from the Director the Perkins Institution the Commis- 
sion will result increase efficiency and decrease the per 
capita cost such instruction. While this instruction educational work, 
educational work for adults, and such prerogative the 
Commission, and not school for the education the young blind. 
Under the present plan, better supervision will possible, and the method 
vogue the assignment cases will undoubtedly save the time and 
traveling expenses the home teachers, while will insure more exact 
definition the needs the adult blind the State. 

From all that could learn the time disposal while Boston, 
and from careful study the Acts creating the Commission and defining 
its powers, conclude that the legislature has clothed the Commission with 
authority adequate for the accomplishment the purposes for which 
was created. 


II. APPROPRIATION 


the nine-year period for which figures are available, the appropria- 
tion has been increased from $40,000 1906-1907 $68,000 
1915. This increase 674 per cent the appropriation has made possible 
increase 165 per cent the number blind persons reached, 
per cent the number materially benefited, per cent the num- 
ber regularly employed the Commission’s shops, and 439 per cent 
the earnings the blind people employed the Commission’s shops, 
salesroom, and staff. Stated another way, approximate figures, 
increasing its appropriation two-thirds, the State has multiplied the number 
blind people reached times, the number materially benefited 14, 
the number regularly employed 1%, and the earnings the blind 

state that the extent the work undertaken determined 
the amount the appropriation axiomatic. With its appropriation 
$67,000 for the year 1914-1915, the Commission gave material assistance 
approximately 800 blind persons per capita expenditure $83.75. 
While some this number might have received greater financial assist- 
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ance pension system, matter very grave doubt whether equal 
benefit could have been conferred upon 800 blind people the distribution 
$83.75 cash each individual. Under pension system not easy 
vary the amount assistance according the need the individual. 
The Ohio plan the only form public pension known the writer that 
admits any adjustment the amount assistance accordance with 
the need and the desert the individual, principle which fundamental 
the administration the pension the Gardner’s Trust Fund 
England. 

the cost the State pension system for the blind compared 
with that the various lines activity the Commission, will 
wholly favor the latter method. The usual amount annual pension 
blind person the few states that have provided them $150. 
each the 800 blind persons materially benefited last year through the 
Commission’s activities had received annual pension $150, the cost 
the State would have been $120,000. But the moment pension system 
inaugurated the State, experience proves that the number blind 
people applying for aid will increase enormously. The United States cen- 
sus 1910 gives the number blind Ohio 3,740. With reports 
missing from nine counties, the records the County Commissioners 
June, 1914, showed 3,578 names the pension rolls whom had been 
paid the sum $299,595. generally agreed that the United States 
census figures 1910 err returning too small numbers blind people. 
One estimate that Ohio 1910 had least 4,500 blind. The same 
census enumerates 2,046 blind persons Massachusetts. Increasing this 
number the same ratio, Massachusetts would have 2,500 blind. the 
proportion suitable applicants for pension would approximately 
the same Massachusetts Ohio, about 1,920 would have pro- 
vided for, which, annual rate $150, would require $288,000, 
about times the amount appropriated 1914-1915. But the investi- 
gations the Commission lead believe that there are Massa- 
chusetts least 4,000 blind persons, which case the number probable 
pensioners must increased accordingly. conservative estimate the 
annual cost pension system for the blind Massachusetts $400,000, 
and might easily reach $500,000. 

But various possible forms relief are considered another 
member the Survey Committee. have considered here only rela- 
tion the amount the appropriation. That some form relief must 
provided for very considerable number the mentally deficient, ill, 
aged, and infirm blind incontrovertible; but firmly believe that this 
relief should provided through the usual channels relief after due 
investigation and recommendation the Commission through its field 


workers. Such plan will save duplication work, with increased benefit 
the blind. 
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order continue its present activities, enlarge its work along the 
lines suggested elsewhere this report, and provide relief where neces- 
sary, the annual appropriation the Commission should increased 
least $150,000. This amount easily less than one-half the cost the 
initial year pension system, and the resulting benefit the blind will, 
believed, much greater. 


III. PERSONNEL THE COMMISSION 


Number 


small, active body workers the most effective kind organiza- 
the present number Commissioners (five) meets well this require- 
ment. The sole reason for any increase the number the possible 
gain the representation somewhat greater diversity interests. 


This gain wholly problematic; will considered later another 
connection. 
Sex 

The New York State Commission the Adult Blind found 1903 
that the 6,008 persons returned blind the census enumerators 
1900, per cent were women; per cent men. the Commission’s 
activities are concerned with both sexes, very appropriate that there 
should representation both sexes the membership the Com- 
mission; and the men probably predominate, the present proportion 
two women and three men seems entirely logical. 


Points View Represented 


the matter adequate representation divergent points view, 
social and economic, the Commission seems well constituted. One the 
first essentials the work any State Commission that strict business 
principles shall applied. The presence the Commission two 
eminently successful business men should insure this. That these gentle- 
men give liberally their time both attend the meetings the Com- 
mission and, their capacity members the Shop Committee, 
consider and pass upon the varied and perplexing problems shop man- 
agement that continually arise, does insure the application business 
principles just far these can applied shops where the workers 
are laboring under serious handicap blindness imposes. 

The presence the Commission two women, both well known for 
their humanitarian and philanthropic activities, one whom has had many 
years experience relief work all kinds, insures that the purely busi- 
ness point view shall not prominent that the philanthropic and 
humanitarian aspects the Commission’s activities shall lost sight of. 

That one these women has been blind for many years assures the 


Commission that has least the point view those who have lost 
sight adult life. 
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That the fifth member the Commission educator the blind 
whose two years’ experience teacher the Royal Normal College for 
the Blind London, England, under that eminent teacher the blind, 
Sir Francis Campbell, himself blind, has been followed twenty-six years’ 
experience the directing head two our leading schools for the 
blind, insures the Commission constantly the point view leader 
the education the blind America. 

The question may fairly raised whether one two additional points 
view might represented the Commission with advantage the 
blind. Would helpful there were added the Commission phy- 
sician, and one blind from birth early childhood? Unquestionably, 
important that the Commission have the benefit these two points 
view, but not absolutely essential that they represented the per- 
sonnel the Commission. The viewpoint the former constantly 
secured through the close association with such institutions the Massa- 
chusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, through constant interviews which the 
Commission’s employees have with oculists who have attended patients 
during the oncoming blindness, and through the work prevention 
and behalf those with defective vision which part the work 
delegated law the Commission. And the point view all the 
blind unquestionably secured the Commission through its thirteen 
blind and partially blind employees and the seven home teachers, four 
whom are totally and one partially blind, supplemented the many shades 
opinion expressed the workers the Commission’s shops and 
their own homes. The chief, not the only reason, then, for adding 
the numbers the Commission with view disarming criticism, 
which, the judgment the writer, would not effected the addi- 
tion blind person the Commission. Such increase is, therefore, not 
recommended. 


Regular meetings the Commission are held every two weeks—a 
provision which seems the writer deserving special commendation, 
insures the Commissioners much more intimate knowledge the 
many problems with which they must deal. Monthly meetings organiza- 
tions, public and private alike, are usually considered quite sufficient and 
are the customary thing. The State and the blind for whose benefit the 
Commission exists are congratulated upon having Commission 
whose members are able and willing give their official duties double 
the time that usually expected the members such bodies. 

Inquiry elicited the information that the meetings are regularly 
attended majority the Commissioners, and that rare that the 
number (three) necessary for quorum not present. 


IV. CENTRAL OFFICE STAFF 


extremely difficult for outsider with but limited time his 
disposal secure accurate information upon such questions the quali- 
fications, division labor, and relation each other and the Commis- 
sion staff workers. The writer spent three entire days and portions 
two days his stay Boston the central office and among the staff 
that office, conferring with nearly all-of them and talking quite 
length with several. Quite extended conferences were held with the 
General Superintendent, the Superintendent Training and Employ- 
ment for Men, the Superintendent Training and Employment for 
Women, the Field Agent for the Prevention Blindness, the Field 
Worker who distributes the case work, the Field Worker Employment, 
the Accountant, and with three home teachers. These conferences were 
wholly informal and quite intimate and sympathetic, with the result that 
the writer feels that acquired rather intimate and first-hand knowledge 
the staff. The following observations are the result the information 
thus gained: 


Qualifications 


The impression made upon earnest searcher after the truth con- 
cerning the qualifications the staff that the Commission has been 
extremely fortunate the selection its force. For several years have 
followed with intense interest the work Miss Wright, and closer and 
somewhat critical examination the organization which she has worked 
out under the general direction the Commission intensifies the belief 
that she training and experience peculiarly adapted the position 
she holds. have known, too, for some time Mr. Holmes, Miss Rand, 
Mr. Greene, Mr. Cole, and Miss Lewis. have always believed that each 
these five workers was peculiarly fitted his particular task, and the 
more intimate knowledge gained their general qualifications only served 
strengthen this belief. 

spent several hours looking into the operations the salesroom, the 
methods vogue helping the blind workers their homes furnish- 
ing them raw materials, supervising and directing their work and mar- 
keting their products, and discovered nothing criticize unfavorably and 
changes method suggest. Miss Rand and Miss Cummings seem 
working with intelligence, sympathy, and remarkable upon 
exceedingly difficult and discouraging problem. There great need for 
opportunities for work for blind people, particularly women, their 
homes, but there scarcely more difficult problem the entire range 
work for the adult blind. 

There great need the development throughout the entire country 
suitable educational methods and opportunities for pupils with impaired 
vision. Toward the solution this important problem the Massachusetts 


Commission has already made important contributions, and the work 
Mr. Greene for the prevention blindness and for the education those 
with defective sight well and favorably known. 

the problems involved the work under the supervision 
Mr. Holmes, Mr. Cole, and Miss Lewis belong chiefly other members 
the Survey Committee, concerned myself with them only they 
seemed part the topic assigned me. 

spent some little time Woolson House Shop and took dinner with 
the workers there. Woolson House and the shop connected with are 
expensive maintain; but every one working for and with blind women 
realizes how exceedingly difficult find remunerative industries for 
this needy portion the blind population. Miss Lewis working sym- 
pathetically, conscientiously, and intelligently very difficult problem. 
unable make any constructive criticism can only commend 
both the shop management and the service rendered and through 
Woolson House. trust the recent efforts made extend the service 
the House along new lines will prove successful. 

visit the Cambridge Industries was too hurried warrant any 
expression opinion beyond the statement that was impressed with 
the air industry that obtained the shops and the apparent spirit 
contentment among the workmen. This seemed particularly true 
the broom and willow departments. could not avoid contrasting the 
present condition these men occupied and contented their work with 
their condition under any pension system that could devised. 

spent from two three hours with Mr. Holmes, getting his point 
view concerning his own work and also with reference future work for 
the blind the State. His direction the work the Massachusetts 
Commission for the Blind shops, far can judged long range, 
seems along lines dictated common sense and reason. gave consider- 
able thought and attention possible larger field usefulness for 
Mr. Holmes’s powers, being particularly urged the General 
Superintendent. Mr. Holmes, too, gave his fullest confidence and 
talked frankly and freely. unable, however, make any very helpful 
recommendations here. The General Superintendent’s suggestion that 
might very helpful the consideration and assignment cases appealed 
possible field for larger service. 


Salaries 
have been furnished with duplicate copies the information con- 
cerning each employee the Commission which the Executive Council 
Committee Standardization Salaries requires each employee, 
“permanent regularly established position the State service,” 
furnish upon suitable blanks known “Form A.” These blanks call for 
detailed information upon number points, among which are the follow- 


ing which are germane the subject the salaries the Commission’s 
employees viz., salary, detailed description work, time devoted work, 
and vacations. careful study these blanks fails reveal any extrav- 
agances salaries paid. the contrary, careful reading the state- 
ments the duties the employees and their hours labor conveys the 
impression that this matter salaries the Commission applying strict 
business principles. 

But question whether few instances salaries should not in- 
creased. E.g., surprised learn that the General Superintendent 
not receiving larger compensation. Considering her training, experi- 
ence, social, and executive ability, she can easily command larger salary. 
man who would the work efficiently believe she doing 
would command double the salary. 

the Accountant doing her work satisfactorily appears, her 
compensation seems rather inadequate. Her position one exceptional 
responsibility and her duties seem arduous. But the business men the 
Commission are better judges this than the writer. 

the work the Home Teachers satisfactory superficial 
examination indicates, would seem that their compensation should 
increased. And make this recommendation all the more emphatic 
correct understanding that they have been receiving these 
salaries since the teaching blind adults their homes was begun fifteen 
years ago. Would not well adopt the idea graduated increase 
compensation upon the basis length satisfactory service? have 
just learned that the New York State Commission has recently determined 
upon the following schedule salaries for its home teachers, increases 
being contingent upon satisfactory service: 


$720.00 
780.00 
840.00 
900.00 
1,000.00 


Home Teachers are usually granted additional allowance for 
guides and for traveling expenses for both themselves and guides, these 
salaries seem rather excessive. But believe the principle sound. 
recommend its adoption the Commission, the amount and rate 
increase determined conditions the State Massachusetts. 

After all, the matter compensating its employees can best deter- 
mined those who know conditions more intimately than possible for 
outsider learn them five days. These impressions are noted, 


however, the performance duties member the Survey 
Committee. 


Division Labor 

Impressions gained rather intimate association with the central 
office staff for several days are the effect that the staff well organized 
with view preventing overlapping duties and securing the best 
possible results for the blind the State. was particularly well im- 
pressed with the method handling the “case work,” method that 
heartily commend workers for the blind elsewhere. While gave only 
superficial examination the individual card records, because this topic 
was assigned another member the Committee, believe these records 
are exceptiondlly well kept. Records this kind have little value unless 
strictly date; and keep them date requires that large 
amount detailed clerical work done with accuracy and dispatch. From 
own limited experience and observation, know that only those who 
have rather intimate knowledge systems record keeping have any 
conception the vast amount labor involved. Herein lies the only 
reason for mention the topic, viz., that while merely superficial 
knowledge the requirements the central office may lead one suppose 
that the staff larger than need be, one need not pursue his investigation 
far satisfy himself that each member the staff has his full quota 
important work. The farther pursued investigations the more fully 
became convinced that when the full scope the Commission’s activities 
was understood, the need for every member the staff became apparent. 


Relations Each Other and the Commission 


understand that the division superintendents are appointed and may 
removed from office the Commission, but that they are directly re- 
sponsible the General Superintendent. There seems here division 
responsibility accountability that incompatible with the highest 
efficiency. Experience has established beyond question the fact that the 
best results are obtained where the entire responsibility organization 
placed the hands one individual, who held responsible for results. 
There question mind that all the division superintendents should 
chosen the General Superintendent, subject the approval the 
Commission. And order that there possible misunderstanding 
among the division superintendents any the officers the Commis- 
sion, this policy should clearly announced. 

investigations learned that there slight misunderstanding 
the part one, possibly two, the division superintendents this 
question accountability. One expressed the feeling that the General 
Superintendent has gradually assumed authority which she did not orig- 
inally have and which, understood it, was not the intention the 
Commission that she should possess. far could learn, all the others 
understood that they were directly responsible the General Superin- 
tendent and the plan was wholly satisfactory. 
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realize that the present General Superintendent was not appointed 
immediately succeed her predecessor; that the organization continued 
without change for some time; and that she has gradually acquired sub- 
stantially all the powers and duties General Superintendent. Inquiry 
from members the Commission, from the one division superintendent 
most pronounced his dissatisfaction with the present arrangement, and 
from the General Superintendent herself, led the conclusion that, 
with these exceptions, there now fairly clear understanding that the 
General Superintendent has entire charge under the Commission all its 
activities, and that the division superintendents are the 
Commission through the General Superintendent. The requirements 
the Executive Council Committee Standardization Salaries that 
answering the inquiries concerning “each permanent regularly estab- 
lished position the State service” each employee the Commission 
his “official record” shall describe his work detail, indicating clearly 
possible the scope and character his duties, whether office, traveling, 
field work, and whether supervises directs the work other 
employees, coupled with the discriminating manner which these records 
have been “approved” and signed, should, and believe will, distinct 
value clarifying this whole matter the relations the entire staff 
each other and the Commission. 

would particularly commend the method pursued the meetings 
the Commission, whereby the division superintendents are present while 
their recommendations are being considered. This plan should result 
better acquainting the Commission with the problems these superintendents 
have meet and enabling the Commission know its employees better, 
with the resulting ability judge with greater fairness their qualifications 
for their positions and the degree success being attained their work. 
the General Superintendent always present these meetings and her 
opinion frequently asked, division superintendent can get the wrong 
notion his relation the General Superintendent and the Commission. 


DEFINITION BLINDNESS 


visit any one our residential day schools for the blind will 
furnish concrete evidence the difficulty formulating workable 
definition blindness. “Border line” cases, whether sight mentality, 
furnish large proportion the most difficult problems all work for 
the blind. After several years’ study the problem, the oculist the 
Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction the Blind, Dr. Hollo- 
way, has determined that general rule boy girl who possesses only 
one-tenth less normal vision eligible pupil the school. 
Substantially the same view has been expressed the oculists several 
other schools for the blind. All information available seems substantiate 


the view that the Commission’s statement their sixth annual report 
covers the ground admirably, and that would difficult formulate 
better statement the problem. 


VI. COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 


The ideal towards which State Commission for the Blind should aim 
the largest possible service every blind person within the confines 
the State. This ideal has been well stated the Ninth Annual Report 
the Commission, under the topic, “Summary Work the Past Year.” 
study the Commission’s activities leads believe that the Com- 
mission working towards this goal rapidly possible with the funds 
placed its disposal. 

have never considered relief work province Commission for 
the Blind; but with the apparent tendency toward providing State pen- 
sions for the blind population, the question may fairly raised whether 
the powers and duties the Commission may not well increased 
permit the granting needed relief. Whether this relief should dis- 
tributed through the Commission through the ordinary channels for 
granting relief question upon which there may honest difference 
but upon the statement that the Commission has can secure 
better than any other organization the facts upon which the need for relief 
apparent, there can only unanimity opinion. the Commission 
granted the necessary increase appropriation slight additions 


its corps field workers, can easily investigate every case blindness 
needing relief. Indeed, the necessary facts with reference large num- 
ber cases are already within the possession the Commission. All 
that needed that the State shall empower the Commission make all 
the necessary investigations and provide the funds for the additional field 
workers and for the needed relief. Such plan will far more satis- 
factory and economical than general pension system. 


General Conclusions 


During five days’ study the Commission’s activities and the 
organization through which attempts carry the work author- 
ized do, made honest attempt discover the strength and the 
weakness the organization. approached the problem entirely 
unprejudiced state mind, but with determination know the truth. 
this effort was afforded every assistance members the Commis- 
sion, the General Superintendent, the division superintendents, and 
every member the staff who could answer such questions raised 
supply information was seeking. There was manifest the part 
every employee earnest desire aid getting the truth, and 
there was notable absence any effort prejudice opinions any 
way. 


have endeavored set forth findings fully and helpfully 
possible and speak with entire candor. Careful search failed reveal 
any serious fundamental defects the organization the methods 
the Commission’s activities. general, have only commendation for 
the Commission and its employees, and hope that the State legislators may 
wise enough grant generous increase funds, that the Commission 
may given opportunity prove the correctness the incorrectness 


its plans provide relief for the blind some other manner than 
general pension system. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) 


February 1917. 
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Topic No. 
MATTERS RECORD AND REPORT 


SURVEY DOW, Superintendent 
Minnesota State School for the Blind, Faribault, Minn. 


MINNESOTA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 
Faribault, Minn. 
January 30, 1917. 
FREDERICK FRASER, 
Superintendent, School for the Blind, 
Halifax, 


Reporting the subject assigned with reference the Massachu- 
setts Commission for the Blind, will say that spent week Boston 
and vicinity looking over the work the Commission all its phases, 
doing which was given every facility the officers and staff the 
Commission. While particular subjects were records and reports, 
felt that could not properly cover these subjects unless had definite 
knowledge from direct observation the matters which were the subjects 
Record and Report. went over very thoroughly and carefully the 
office arrangements and faciliites for keeping readily available all informa- 
tion concerning the blind all ages and conditions the State, and 
especially concerning those who have been any time under consideration 
for employment aid any form. 

also carefully looked over the financial methods and the system 
bookkeeping covering all the financial activities the Commission all 
parts the state, and especially the adjacent salesroom, the shops 
the vicinity Boston, and the shops towns other parts the State. 
The details expenditure for service all kinds were exhibited 
special tabulation furnished me, and were accord with the same they 
appear the financial books. 

file the published reports the Commission has been hands 
from year year own office, and have given very careful consider- 
ation afresh the matter they contain, and have made careful comparison 
the statements these reports with the facts and conditions which came 
under observation during visit Boston. 

Speaking detail these various phases the work the Com- 
mission, will say the published reports which include all 
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proceedings the Commission itself and its staff, together with special 
studies field agents and other officials, that consider them the whole 
the most important and valuable any matter concerning the blind 
presented the public printed form. The extended discussions from 
year year the methods pursued Massachusetts and elsewhere for 
Conservation Vision public school work have particular been 
immense value and have widely stimulated thought and action this 
important subject. The eminently sane and wholesome discussion the 
pension question the ninth report another illustration the great 
value the matter these reports. 

hardly necessary add that these reports contain from year 
year full and complete accounts the material and social activities the 
Commission great detail. far observation could extend 
the limited time disposal, the published statements these activities 
were borne out the facts. 

has been privilege visit shops and observe the industrial work 
the blind institutions from the Atlantic the Pacific coast, and have 
nowhere seen work handled any better apparently with greater efficiency 
than the Cambridge industries the Commission. The system and 
methods assembling, exhibiting, and selling the industrial products 
the blind their homes also appeared eminently practical and 
successful. 

The registry system the blind the State was familiar 
being practically the same that employed the State Minnesota. 
The double system alphabetical and regional card indexes and the more 
elaborate registry sheets with attached records seem the best and 
most readily available any record system. The perfection with which 
was carried out was matter admiration and envy. 
judgment can hardly improved on. 

investigating the system records, was possible incidentally 
observe the methods dealing with the different individuals forming the 
subject the records limited and incidental extent. these few 
cases which came under observation, was impressed with the thorough 
nature the investigations made and with the kindly but apparently just 
decisions and action each case. was convinced from the uniform 
character the records examined that they were fair sample the 
whole. 

Any organization system can largely made marred the 
character the persons engaged carrying out. this respect, 
the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind seemed particu- 
larly fortunate. The President and two other the members the Com- 
mission whom met were evidently deeply impressed with the importance 
and necessity the work, and seemed more than ready give their time 
and thought without stint toward rendering efficient and successful. 
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The exceedingly capable General Superintendent, Miss Lucy Wright, 
more than met the high opinion had formed her from study her 
reports and special papers. Her large grasp the needs and conditions 
the blind and her sane and wise views upon all questions coming within 
the field her duties were revelation and inspiration. So, too, the 
office and industrial staff seemed wisely chosen and harmoniously efficient. 

just possible that one studying the work the Commission more 
extendedly and more minutely than was able might suggest modi- 
fications some minor details which would improvements upon the 
present methods. Indeed, more than probable that those charge 
its operations see more clearly than any one else such possibilities; but 
firmly convinced that the general scope its work investigation 
and record, industrial and social activity, and publicity and preven- 
tion work, hardly likely improved upon, and certainly not 
surpassed any similar organization this country. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) James Dow, 
Superintendent. 
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Topic No. 
THE BLIND THE COMMUNITY 


SURVEY EDWARD VAN CLEVE, Principal 
New York Institute for the Education the Blind, New 


REPORT INVESTIGATION 
MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 


this investigator was assigned 


Field Home Work Competition 
with the Sighted—4. Home Work. Salesroom.—5. Local 
Centers. 


December 1916, was the period given personal visitation, 
the time being spent chiefly the office the Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind, Park Street, Boston, Mass. The opportunity was taken 
visit another city three blind persons who had come under the instruc- 
tion home teacher. 

Every sub-topic was carefully considered. this report shall present 
only general comment, without attempt review the work ten years 
exhaustively criticism, any worth noting; and finding. 

Field Work. The method the Commission securing informa- 
tion about where blind people are shows how well the forces for human 
betterment are organized Massachusetts. Not only the Commission’s 
agents, but also all organizations one can think of, help bring the 
notice the Commission the occurrence blindness. One struck with 
the promptness action following information. What this action may 
determined the requirements the case. The use the various 
means the Commission for helpfulness admirably illustrated the 
case Mr. teamster, reported blind the Massachusetts Charitable 
Eye and Ear Hospital, visited his sister’s home where felt himself 
burden, encouraged, given visit the family another blind man 
wholesomely cheerful and effective, taught home teachers use his 
hands workman, located shop, now happily employed. This result, 
told sentence, required months careful and wise management, with 
many visits field agents. Not every case turns out favorably, even 
with patient and painstaking effort, but the impression the investigator 
that effort omitted attain success. 


Unfavorable criticism has been heard the effect that field work 
so-called—which included investigation the case and bringing into action 
appropriate agencies for strongly Associated Charities 
procedure. What such criticism really amounts hard determine, 
and without definition its consideration respect the work the 
Commission impracticable. 

seemed this investigator that the field work done with intelli- 
gence, sympathy, and effectiveness. The question method important, 
and some determination must soon made whether this field work may 
better done the blind home teachers, increasing the number these 
that the addition their duties will not withdraw them too much from 
their chief function teaching, continuing the present method. 
think the home teacher will better able get the heart most 
situations, but there practically always need for using trained eyesight 
making the investigation. Therefore, should favor enlarging the 
function the home teacher sufficiently let the initial steps toward 
helping the blind taken the home teacher, and when the confidence 
the subject gained, trained investigator should called the 
home teacher. 

Home Teaching has been only lately (since June, 1916) under the 
Commission’s charge. For fifteen years this service the blind has been 
rendered through the Perkins Institution, which was the time under- 
taking the only State agency engaged work for the blind. more 
effective home teaching has been done anywhere, believe, than Massa- 
chusetts, due the earnest and intelligent service the teachers, some 
whom have been the service from 1900. Testimony the good work 
these teachers comes from all sources. the change status from 
employees the Perkins Institution service with the Commission, 
there have arisen questions importance, some them having 
wholly with administration the personal equation, others with matters 
with the questions length vacation, supervision the 
work, increased compensation, etc., the Commission seems dealing 
principle: the field covered? No, most inadequately. Teachers 
seem spreading their efforts over too wide area. More intensive 
work would seem possible visits could made pupils more frequently, 
and less time spent travel. determined that home teacher 
should assigned more social service along with teaching, then the re- 
striction field would practicable, provided the number teachers 
could increased. 

this point proper say that not one the five teachers but 
gives more than faithful service, for every one works overtime and 
wholeheartedly. Already the effort had been made, before the teaching 
came under the Commission, while these home teachers were still part 


Perkins Institution’s organization, service the State ameliorat- 
ing the condition the blind, well service the blind individuals 
teaching them. That is, the home teachers had taken upon themselves 
social service, though they had, strictly speaking, call such work. 

any change now, seems this investigator that the home teacher 
should become more figure, with added social service responsibilities, 
directly reporting the General Superintendent, and supported and 
assisted the case work the field agent and staff. other way can 
cooperation with local agencies effectively secured making 
the home teacher general local representative all work for the blind, 
the State’s man the community, adviser and helper the local organiza- 
tion, well the local organization’s means reaching its own blind 
problem. The home teacher must know how secure such codperation 
and something social worker, interested prevention blindness, 
too—in fact, the Commission’s local representative for all its various 
interests. 

opportune moment for review the accomplishments 
home teaching. these teachers, all teachers, encouragement will 
come when they learn the results their efforts. Pupils receive instruc- 
tion and then pass out the teacher’s ken. What use has been made 
this instruction? How have the blind pupils benefited? review this 
sort not only desirable but wholly possible with the admirable system 
records maintained the Commission. 

Work with the Sighted factories becomes more 
and more difficult secure. That blind workers often well has been 
asserted and proved many times the Massachusetts Commission for 
the Blind that now truism. But the application the Workmen’s 
Compensation Law deters employers, and work for the blind factories 
only likely success when the law supply and demand forces 
employers accept handicapped workmen when the unhandicapped are 
not had. 

the other hand, the man woman his own home, workshop, 
greenhouse, wherever may labor, may compete successfully with the 
sighted when subsidized, and this wholly desirable form subsidy 
that the subsidized shop. 

This Commission has tried every conceivable means secure oppor- 
tunities for the blind work factories, with varying success, course, 
but with such pertinacity and enthusiasm, such ingenuity and inventive- 
ness, arouse the investigator’s admiration. 

Salesroom for Home Products has been maintained, furnishing 
opportunities employment some who would probably otherwise 
idle. Purchases material are made and work the material blind 
operatives paid for fair rates; some make their own purchases and 
send their product the salesroom consignment. work ordered 
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the Commission, transportation charges and from the home the 
worker are paid the Commission. The blind worker home receives 
the full selling price article, less cost raw material. Consignors 
ship their consignments the salesroom their own expense. 

This department wholly justified, the opinion the investigator, 
though its turnover small, and judicious expansion this business 
would advisable. 

suggestion was made the course investigation that purchases 
materials supply workers their homes, heretofore and present 
made home teachers friendly act the part these teachers and 
not officially duty, might made saving through central purchas- 
ing agency. inquiry appeared that the total purchases year are 
between $300 and $400; small business would hardly justify the 
machinery central purchasing agency, and the establishment such 
agency not recommended. 

Local Centers aid the blind community are desirable 
agencies. One such center (at New Bedford) has reported 
its satisfaction rendering help the blind its neighborhood, and urges 
the formation bands philanthropically inclined persons for similar 
activity elsewhere. The benefits such service are for the giver much 
for the recipient. 

conclusion, let say that two questions immediately project them- 
selves into any consideration this organization’s effectiveness. They 
are: What have been the results the Commission’s work benefiting 
the State? What serving the blind? conceive that both the blind 
and the State are considered, not the blind alone. 

respects the blind the community, the topic under consideration, 
have answered these two questions under the several sub-topics, but this 
general statement may accepted the all-inclusive answer: Before all 
things else, the Commission has offered improved viewpoint. this 
the public have been helped see the problem the blind their own 
problem. They have been taught find the blind, look upon their 
assistance and encouragement local problem; that the blind are not 
class congregated, not shelved and neglected, but given 
And the blind the community have been helped find them- 
selves and their place greatest usefulness. 

Thus, while serving the State its first duty, but vital sense both 
warm and wise friend the blind, the Commission not primarily 
dispenser relief; rather arm the State lending needed uplift 
the handicapped citizen, helping him find himself his community, 
and, the other hand, saving useful citizenship and active employment 
the person who might otherwise dependent. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Topic No. 
SUBSIDIZED SHOPS 


Brooklyn Industrial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, 


INDUSTRIAL HOME BLIND 
512 Gates Avenue, Brooklyn, 


January, 1917. 
FREDERICK FRASER. 


Dear 


compliance with your request act member Commission 
make survey the work accomplished the Massachusetts Com- 
mission for the Blind during the past ten years, beg submit the follow- 
ing report the subject matter assigned me. 


SHOPS 


have spent several days Massachusetts and have personally in- 
spected the various shops that are being conducted the Commission, 
and have interviewed the members the shop staff and talked with the 
blind workers. 

The practical systematic handling the problems the Commission 
highly commendable, and feel that friendly criticism and helpful 
suggestions are all that are necessary. 

basic fact that blind manual labor due existing conditions 
the industrial world must subsidized the intent make the indi- 
vidual self-supporting wage earner. 

The problem is, what extent needed realize the handicap 
blindness, and how shall administered for the betterment the 

The policy the Commission furnish the raw material, provide 
the shop, supply the supervision and instruction, market the product, and 
pay the blind worker the full selling price less the cost material only. 
this policy sound? good business? elevating the blind worker 
social unit? 

The two methods administering this subsidy adopted the Com- 
mission, namely, flat-rate wage and sliding-scale wage, are both com- 
mendable, but their faults outweigh their virtues? 
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flat-rate wage discriminates against the rapid worker and places 
premium the slow worker. reduces the earning capacity floor 
space, machinery, tools, etc. 

sliding-scale wage known augmentation wages affords oppor- 
tunity for both rapid and slow workers realize their capacity the 
result their labor, but with decreasing ratio increase certain 
amount. The decreasing ratio increase discriminates against the rapid 
worker favor the slow worker. pays the worker this amount 
more than the selling price less the cost material. cumbersome 
method and entails considerable clerical work. 

simple piece-work scale based similar scales used manufac- 
turers similar products, and sufficiently padded make for the 
handicap blindness, would much more efficient. For example, note 
the Perkins Shop, Boston, Mass., Industrial Home for the Blind, 
Brooklyn, 

The method handling the products all the shops cannot much 
improved, considering conditions, buildings, locations, etc. The labor- 
saving machinery and other devices that have been introduced, and the 
smoothness with which the various operations fit into each other, very 
materially increase the efficiency eliminating laborious work and im- 
proving the quality the output; but the quantity the output below 
normal. 

The blind workers group are contented and harmony with the 
administration. They realize the advantages they are receiving and are 
appreciative, but there evidence undercurrent restlessness due 
outside influences. 

The staff well organized and quite efficient. The spirit codpera- 
tion and harmony very apparent and, above all, the enthusiasm shown 
the staff members makes itself felt every turn. 

The means industrial training are somewhat limited, due the fact 
that the untrained workers must admitted apprentices and fitted into 
the shop system the best possible advantage all. 

limited extent this plan will provide industrial training, but 
frequently necessitates the transferring regular employees from work 
with which they are familiar that with which they are not familiar. 

Such changes are not relished the regular worker, and tend dis- 
turb the equilibrium and tranquillity the shop. 

the shops outside Boston these conditions not prevail; least, 
not the same extent, and these shops might utilized feeders the 
Cambridge Shops. 

non-residential trade training shop especially for men would effec- 
tively solve this problem. All applicants for industrial training could 
thoroughly tried out and trained accordingly. 


4 
4 


Questions mental and physical ability and inclination disin- 
clination work, etc., could solved. 

residential center for trade training employment not desirable, 
because would due time become retreat blind hotel defective 
blind. The environment would prove serious obstacle the pathway 
newly blinded people seeking training employment. 

Conditions regular employment are good. There seems abun- 
dant work, and orders are booked far advance. 

All business dependent supply and demand, which turn governs 
the regularity employment. shop where blind people are employed, 
conditions are somewhat different. Primarily, the business not conducted 
for profit the employer, but for profit the blind employee. the 
wages that earns that keep him from being public charge; conse- 
quently the supply work must regular and the demand for the 
product must stimulated keep pace with the supply. 

Selling through the medium the central salesroom excellent 
one, and from the sales that have been made has proved its practicability 
means for bringing the public and the products the blind together. 
Its value very great. 

From the central salesroom mail order business could developed 
that would reach into all parts the State, and other salesrooms estab- 
lished different cities. Why not have blind girl operating power 
machine the central salesroom? 

All outside agencies that can induced handle the output the 
shops should utilized their fullest capacity. 

The Commission should see that all the State and municipal 
departments use their products. Much could done toward providing 
more work for the blind all the other State institutions and boards which 
use brooms and mops, which have chairs reseated, linen 
hemmed, etc., would avail themselves the opportunity employ the 
blind. 

There should question concerning blind canvassers the use 
blind canvassers. the individual capable performing the duties 
involved any certain occupation, should employed. Blindness 
should barrier. 

Personal appearance, education, culture, ability get about, etc., are 


details; important ones, sure, but applicable the sighted just 
much the blind. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) 
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Topic No. 


RELATION COMMISSION 
OTHER AGENCIES 


Supervisor Classes for Conservation Eyesight, 
Board Education, Cleveland, Ohio 


January 1917. 
FREDERICK FRASER, 


Chairman. 


FREDERICK: 


visited the Massachusetts Commission office Thursday morning, 
November 23, and left Boston Saturday night, December Practically 
every minute this time was spent discussing the work the Commission 
with the various members the staff, interviewing heads organizations 
having practical logical relationship the Commission for the Blind, 
and talking with various representative blind people. 

The topic this survey the work the Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind assigned that having with the relationship 
the Commission other social agencies and organizations the blind. 
was especially asked consider existing and proposed methods for meet- 
ing the need for poor relief the needy blind. Any one all 
with the multiplicity and high degree specialization the social agencies 
Massachusetts will realize that would manifestly impossible 
such short period time make anything like critical study the 
entire field which the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind might 
conceivably have relations with other social agencies. For this reason, 
confined observations primarily two lines endeavor, 
Prevention blindness, including conservation vision; and Relief. 
These two activities could only sampled here and there, order get 
the trend policies and the effectiveness the efforts put forth. 

wish express the outset appreciation the absolute frank- 
ness and the desire the greatest help getting the real situation 
exhibited every member the staff. 


WITH RELIEF AGENCIES 


Before one can discuss intelligently the relation the Massachusetts 
Commission other social agencies the State, should first get some 
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statement the conception the proper function the Commission 
that community. The activities commission for the blind, whatever 
State may be, are, course, limited the powers and duties intrusted 
the legislature which was created. commission, though, 
which directed persons with broad vision and earnest devotion has 
certain ideal toward which striving. its legislative authority not 
broad enough, then the General Court should asked amend the law 
creating it. far could make out, the function the Massachusetts 
Commission study the condition and needs the blind the State, 
and devise ways and means meet these needs. far possible 
the policy the Commission utilize existing agencies which may 
cooperate the solution the various problems arising out blindness. 
When agency can enlisted the work, when existing agencies 
are inadequate the task, then only will the Commission undertake 
create new machinery for dealing with the special problems. was much 
impressed with the ability the Commission’s agents enlist the codpera- 
tion other organizations. The Commission seems upon the most 
cordial relations with other State and private social agencies, and enjoys 
the respect the most advanced social workers the community. The 
Commission has shown willingness its special task the light 
its relation general program which has won for the most cordial 
approbation those striving codrdinate social effort the State. This 
requires patience and forbearance, for there danger that organiza- 
tion working behalf class people which makes strong appeal 
public sympathy the blind may retard the achievement certain 
desired ends endeavoring keep step and work shoulder shoulder 
with others comprehensive social program. This plan codperation, 
though, wins for the Commission friends who are invaluable thorough- 
going system case-work. 


WITH AGENCIES FOR THE BLIND 


The relation the Commission for the Blind special agencies 
organized behalf the blind very close. The Massachusetts Asso- 


ciation for the Blind works such close harmony with the Commission 


that difficult for outsider determine the exact line demarca- 
tion between the activities the Commission and those the Association. 
The mechanical connection between these organizations, brought about 
the presence member the Commission upon the Board the 
Massachusetts Association, illustration the close codperation 
these two agencies, rather than explanation it. close team-work 
these two organizations grows out the singleness purpose and the 
unselfish devotion the cause the blind actuating both. The value 
private association for the blind working out general State program 
manifest make one wonder how other State commissions manage 
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operate without such auxiliary. The convenience association 
this kind, unlimited legislative restrictions considerations public 
policy, makes many undertakings behalf the blind possible which 
might otherwise left unattempted. Possibly the most valuable assistance 
which this Association renders the solution the problem the blind 
its recreational work. Perhaps the blind need recreation quite much 
employment, but public opinion not yet clear enough upon this point 
make possible for State agency give this side the work its due 
attention. 

considering the relationship the Commission the Nursery for 
Blind Babies, feel that very wise that the General Superintendent 
should serve the advisory board the Nursery. few phases 
philanthropic work there more need for wisdom than the training 
little blind children. The presence trained social worker the 
Board this Nursery has had, believe, very salutary effect upon 
the management and aims the Institution. The broad policy the 
Nursery opening its doors the phlyctenular keratitis cases, brought 
the attention the Commission its work conjunction with the 
hospitals, most fortunate. This practice goes far toward making the re- 
sults this part the prevention blindness activity the Commission 
permanent. was much interested the statement the matron the 
Nursery regarding the influence which these little visitors have exerted 
upon the more permanent population. Entering they for few weeks 
few months time, they bring with them little the outside 
normal environment. The matron says that she has noted marked change 
the other children since these temporary inmates have been received. The 
presence three four children coming from normal homes has given 
spontaneity and leaven the entire group. The advent these little 
convalescents has broken old habits speech and little set games, and 
has introduced new life, new ideas, and new standards. 

The membership the Director the Perkins Institution upon the 
Commission insures between the Commission and this School. 
Without knowing the difficulties the way such move, occurred 
that this connection between the Perkins Institution and the Com- 
mission might well developed such way that some the Perkins 
plant could utilized the Commission during the long summer vaca- 
tions for the purpose instructing blind adults. How far this might 
carried out, and just how far such might practicable, 
remains with the management the two organizations determine. 

The relation the Commission organizations the blind seems, 
with the exception one organization, more cordial than often 
found other States. The one organization which refer the 
Blind Welfare Union. The difficulty this particular case grows, 
measure, out difference opinion between the management the 


Commission for the Blind and the leaders the Welfare Union regard- 
ing blind pensions. The leaders the Union feel convinced that the most 
satisfactory solution the problems the blind general flat county 
pension $150 per annum for all blind persons having income less 
than $300 year. the opinion these persons, this pension should 
distributed with the use little machinery possible. The attitude 
the Commission upon this question desire make every effort possi- 
ble utilize other existing relief agencies meet the needs the indigent 
blind persons before special machinery and special public relief funds are 
provided for them. Until satisfactory solution the blind relief prob- 
lem put into operation, see hope for bringing about more harmonious 
relations between these two organizations. 


CONSERVATION VISION AND PREVENTION BLINDNESS 


Hospitals and Boards Health 


Prevention blindness and conservation vision work conducted 
the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind one with the general 
policy the Commission. This has consisted primarily the collection 
data and the distribution information every way that the limited 
funds appropriated for this work will permit. All classes agencies 
which obviously should take interest the prevention blindness, 
and some whose responsibility this respect not obvious, have been 
urged the Commission take all necessary measures eliminate 
unnecessary blindness. have been urged develop follow-up 
work this direction. means periodical inquiries into the thorough- 
ness such follow-up work, and stimulating the interest the medical 
profession the local communities activity, the Commission has 
acted the State-appointed representative that class patients with 
whom the hospitals must concern themselves insidious eye affections 
are not result complete loss permanent impairment vision. The 
Commission has also stood the champion children who have right 
protected against the ravages ophthalmia neonatorum, keeping 
the medical profession, boards health, and societies interested the 
protection children awake the need rigid enforcement laws 
against eye neglect. Some interesting studies are now being made upon 
the results treatment for glaucoma afforded certain Boston hospitals. 
This may shed much light upon the comparative effectiveness the general 
follow-up nurse plan, contrasted with that the special eye nurse. 


Public Schools 


Conservation the vision school children has received much atten- 
tion the hands the Commission during the past two three years. 
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result studies made several Massachusetts cities, classes for 
children with impaired eyesight have been opened Boston, Cambridge, 
New Bedford, and Springfield. Similar steps are under contemplation 
other cities the Commonwealth. After the establishment these classes, 
official connection with them maintained. The nearest approach 
this the regular visits made conservation vision agent the 
Commission upon the pupils one the Boston classes. means 
these visits, effort made keep the teacher this class constantly 
informed the eye condition her charges. these special conser- 
vation vision classes form but very minute part the general school 
system which maintains them, and the average public school official 
knows very little about the problem which these classes are designed 
meet, regretted that there scheme which those the 
State most interested and best informed upon this subject can insist upon 
general principles and standards their operation. For example, 
deplored that, when city opens classes which depend for their success 
upon great deal individual attention, minimum enrollment should 
fixed which large make any amount individual instruction 
impossible. should recommend that some plan worked out which 
cities opening such classes may receive State subsidy similar that 
allowed the States Wisconsin and Ohio. The State assistance ren- 
dered vocational training schools Massachusetts would, seems me, 
afford valuable precedent. With such subsidy, the State could exercise 
supervision which would tend standardize methods and greatly increase 
the efficiency such instruction. This supervision should removed 
little possible from the State scheme public instruction. would 
most valuable, however, give the State Commission for the Blind 
certain voice the direction these classes which form important 
part the conservation vision work the State. would seem 
feasible establish some joint arrangement between the State Commission 
for the Blind and the State Board Education which would give the 
direction these classes the wisdom the former and the prestige 
the latter. 


PROBLEM BLIND RELIEF 


best, most the work for the adult blind must palliative 
nature. the mind the lay public, and some extent among workers 
for the blind, there lack definiteness purpose dealing with the 
problems presented the blind men and women the community. 
larger extent than most social work must the individual considered 
case case, rather than member class. Some one has said, 
“There problem the blind. Each individual blind person prob- 
lem himself.” However true this may be, there are few rather clearly 
defined fundamental principles. The needs those who come the 
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attention organization such the Massachusetts Commission for the 
Blind are for the most part education, employment, recreation, relief. 

Any general work for the blind attempts, measure, satisfy these 
four demands which stand the way self-expression. Sometimes 
these needs have been long standing that even the desire for self- 
expression has largely subsided. Then must the worker for the blind 
endeavor stimulate and direct this desire. For the most part, however, 
one should endeavor meet these needs and then step aside, not 
interfere with freedom expression. 


Workshops and Augmentation Wages 


The workshops the Commission were organized with two funda- 
mental aims. The major consideration that employment; the minor 
object pay wages. the combination these two aims, with the 
emphasis upon the element employment, which justifies the expenditure 
upwards dollar more pay the blind employee dollar. The 
industry has not yet been discovered which can operated with un- 
selected group blind employees such way pay from the profits 
wage which will enable the less efficient members the force support 
themselves. Many employed blind persons, therefore, are still subjects for 
relief. the policy some workshops, not practically all them, 
pay larger wages than justified the profits the enterprise. 
certain point this wage excess profits the justifiable cost 
meeting the need employment. There agreement among workers 
for the blind just what relation this cost providing employment 
should bear the profit the industry from which the true wages are 
paid. This determined each shop, either the limit the resources 
available upon the grounds policy. 

was not able ascertain that the Commission had any uniform policy 
this connection which might said apply all the industrial 
departments. The shops outside Cambridge have worked out in- 
genious system augmenting the wages the less efficient blind persons 
way well calculated bring the workmen’s income more nearly 
point upon which can exist without discouraging the more efficient and 
more energetic operatives. This augmentation wages may may not 
considered relief. depends upon its object. the object simply 
give the blind man funds sufficient enable him live without depend- 
ing upon others, then relief. But the object encourage him 
greater efforts, especially while attaining greater skill, then should 
viewed the employment, the system augmenting wages should con- 
tinued some form. until his wage reaches point upon which can 
maintain more decent subsistence. considered the cost training, 
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should continued only long the apprentice shows progress. 
management considers this augmentation relief, should carefully 
separated from wages the minds the employees. Without attaching 
stigma its reception, there should stimulated earnest desire among 
the workmen receiving reach the point where his wages will longer 
need this augmentation. 


Payment Board Apprentices 


Another form which the Commission dispenses money for the direct 
assistance individual blind persons the payment board appren- 
tices. first thought, this might seem relief. But since this policy 
was adopted lieu residential trade school for adults, think that 
should charged educational activity. 


Industrial Aid Fund and Homes for the Blind 


Two forms relief have been considered the Commission—first, 
the Occupational Colony, and second, the Industrial Aid Fund. That 
which has attracted the most local attention Massachusetts the Occu- 
pational Colony—in its later form, the Industrial Home. Many blind 
people the state have condemned this “blind man’s poorhouse.” 
spite all the efforts which might made keep this institution 
from assuming the tone almshouse, feel confident that weak 
administration would sooner later come which would justify the appel- 
lation its opponents. institution which endeavors temporary 
abode for men learning trade, and the same time permanent resi- 
dence for workmen unfit for one reason another hold their own the 
community, must confronted with innumerable problems. con- 
vinced that the only way operate successfully such undertaking would 
separate carefully, both place and management, the industrial 
school from the permanent home. Otherwise, there will constant dis- 
satisfaction the part certain apprentices who are forced resume 
remain the home will complain bitterly not being given another 
chance the day shops. The question whether not Massachusetts 
need industrial training school with boarding facilities connection 
which does not fall within the purview examination. 
the need employment home for the blind, must confess that 
was not convinced the agents the Commission that the peculiar 
character the blind population Massachusetts justifies one disre- 
garding the general considerations against such establishment. Any 
plan for the segregation persons, the basis common infirmity 
removing them from intercourse with ordinary society, out keeping 
with twentieth century social work. Workers for the blind Massachu- 
setts during the past three-fourths century have done more than any 


others persuade the world that permanent employment home for the 
blind unwise and unnatural. Any step toward the creation such 
home the face the Massachusetts tradition upon this subject should 
most carefully weighed before entered upon. 


Industrial Aid Fund 


There remains one more form which has been proposed that the 
Commission dispense funds directly blind persons. This the Indus- 
trial Aid Fund. This comes near the payment actual relief money 
as, opinion, the Commission should approach. wisely and fear- 
lessly administered, will enable the Commission assist group blind 
members the community atruly constructive way. This aid may some- 
times actual relief. other cases may cost employment; 
still other cases may sense chargeable educational work. 
far actual relief, the Commission should make its payment tem- 
porary arrangement until some other agency can found which will 
take over this expense under the supervision the Commission. cases 
where the cost employment, quite legitimate permanent 
undertaking the operation the workshop. 


Aid from Relief Agencies 


For more than quarter century the blind people Massachusetts 
have urged the General Court from time time grant “pension” the 
needy blind residents the Commonwealth. This claim based upon the 
conviction that there large amount poverty which may traced 
directly the handicap blindness. Since this poverty resulting directly 
from blindness due fault the individual himself, the blind people 
feel that should relieved some direct way which will carry with 
social stigma. Furthermore, should associated with none the 
indignity which frequently accompanies searching social investigation. 
Not being social workers, and not being trained the modern principles 
organized philanthropy, easily obtained flat rate “pension” all 
needy blind persons seems them the simplest and most effective solution 
the situation. admitted the advocates the “pension” that 
may result certain amount fraud. But the sums money received 
fraudulent means, contended, will not likely exceed the cost 
thoroughgoing system investigation. further contended that 
the unsophisticated needy blind persons are more likely make incor- 
rect statements their condition than are the “high-salaried” investi- 
gators who feel that incumbent upon them make findings which 
will justify their employment. 

The granting relief modern organizations effort relieve 
poverty not the basis pity, but the basis justice. this true, 
reflection the efficiency this machinery that there should 
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connected with the reception such relief stigma which tends 
degrade the individual who placed that must continue receive 
the alms and bear the disgrace. Perhaps nowhere the country the 
reluctance become “pauper” stronger than New England. This, 
course, has its beneficial effects restraining persons who might other- 
wise endeavor impose upon charitable agencies, but there can 
question that works hardship upon certain persons, some whom are 
without sight, who are compelled sell their respect this connection 
order obtain the necessities life. was the half-conscious conviction 
the public the injustice this situation which prompted the authors 
the Mothers’ Aid Law declare the recipients not “paupers,” while 
the same time prohibiting such mothers from obtaining settlement any 
town while receiving this public aid. This why have “pensions for 
the blind” “blind relief.” effort attach the recep- 
tion blind relief that sense just due which has grown the pub- 
lic mind around the soldier’s pension. This, however, subterfuge 
which carries with dangers fundamental nature. effort 
relieve certain classes from the effect certain error the administra- 
tion charity without attacking the error. 

Whether not Massachusetts need special blind relief law 
question upon which short visit, was not able entirely sat- 
isfy myself. feel certain that unless those most competent solve these 
problems work out some general plan for the relief the needy blind 
way carrying with stigma, the lay friends the blind are going 
take matters into their own hands. Special “blind pensions” and “blind 
relief laws” seem the order the day throughout the country. They 
have been hastily drawn persons who have made thoroughgoing 
investigation into the operation similar acts other States. Blindness 
makes its own strong appeal, and, mistake not, the people Massa- 
chusetts, the long run, are not unlike those our States farther West. 

effort being made the Massachusetts Commission get the 
real facts regarding the granting relief blind persons the various 
towns the State. The information available the time visit 
indicated that few districts overseers the poor had taken into 
account the special needs the blind fixing the amount relief 
granted, but most cases the sums allowed the blind applicants are the 
conventional amount doled out paupers the community. 

cannot denied that the handicap blindness forces the most 
efficient sightless person down far nearer the poverty border line than 
would otherwise be. Consider, for example, the case man with 
modicum vision, which enables him take his place the community 
some inferior position. may have intelligence and energy slightly 
superior his associates, and the exercise ingenuity and unflagging 
industry able earn wage amounting possibly two-thirds what 


the average man with sight can command. The limitation his wage 
means self-denial amounting many cases inadequate food, cloth- 
ing, and medical attention. cannot select occupations which will 
healthful, and must many times work under unsanitary conditions. 
cannot save against the “rainy days” which are bound come him 
sooner than other men. The first sign breaking throws him upon the 
public. Such man should not forced into almshouse, nor should 
compelled submit the disgrace usually associated with town relief. 

Again, take the case old woman who has lost her sight later 
life. She goes the home the relative upon whom she has the greatest 
legal and moral claim. she could see, she would many little things 
about the house that would far toward making her welcome there. 
she blind, though—and blind after the age ready adaptation—she 
not help any way, but great care the family. appealing for 
relief the overseers, would appear from the Commission’s investiga- 
tions that she usually treated upon exactly the same basis elderly 
woman with sight. 

Again, take the case young woman who has attended school for 
the blind, who before losing her sight has had good education, with all 
the refining influence and raised standards living which with such 
early training. obvious that larger percentage such women are 
likely become more less charges upon the public than those enjoy- 
ing eyesight. Her high standard living resulting from her early edu- 
cation makes her feel the sting poverty much more keenly than does 
the typical recipient relief. Those best acquainted with the blind realize 
that the poverty line for her much higher the scale weekly 
income than for those who have not had her early advantages. 

These are but three typical cases. One could multiply them indefinitely. 
The fact is, judgment, blindness should taken into considera- 
tion large contributing factor making persons fit subjects for out- 
door relief. The flat pension without investigation, without adjustment 
other incomes, and without corresponding demand for some sort return 
from the individual, not the true solution. Blindness itself seldom 
with any claim upon the public, but blindness itself does tend 
convert otherwise self-supporting persons into dependents. not 
fair the blind, whose road already hard enough, subject them either 
the pangs keen want because their special need not realized; nor 
fair subject them accompanying the reception out- 
door relief when they are forced this situation fault their own. 
Blindness makes stronger appeal public sympathy than does almost 
any other handicap. Let not delay special provision for this class 
simply because other handicapped persons should included the social 
program which special blind relief part. Those most enlightened 
concerning the problems the blind, and those upon whose interest the 
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blind have the greatest claim, should endeavor rather blaze the way for 
handicapped classes. If, doing, can formulate plan for special 
aid that will dovetail into any general social program completed 
later, then much the better. 

study the Massachusetts situation convinced that there were 
two steps which may taken for adequately meeting the needs the 
blind for relief. Perhaps the wiser plan will try take one step and, 
should prove inadequate, then try the other. The first step, seems 
me, one which the Commission can properly take without disrupting 
its machinery. This the appointment agents act special advo- 
cates the blind wherever persons without sight are making just appeal 
the overseers for relief. may that these special advocates will 
time able educate the overseers and the public that justice will 
done the blind without special relief law. This must, course, take 
years accomplish, and the patience the blind and their friends will 
tried many times before anything satisfactory condition 
will obtained. Should this prove inadequate impracticable, special 
blind relief law some form bound come. formulating such 
law, appears that there valuable suggestion contained the 
Mothers’ Aid Law. brief, the Mothers’ Aid Law authorizes boards 
overseers towns provide adequate relief needy mothers depend- 
ent children. One-third the money thus paid refunded the town 
the State condition that the overseers administer the relief way 
approved the State Board Charities. this way the Board 
Charities able supervise and standardize the administration this aid. 

would suggest that some such plan followed respect the blind. 
The supervision, however, should shared jointly the Commission 
for the Blind and the State Board Charities. The State Board 
Charities should have the bulk the responsibility. This would insure 
administration the blind relief accordance with approved princi- 
ples granting relief laid down the State Board Charities, and 
the same time the Commission for the Blind could see that the 
peculiar angle growing out blindness not disregarded. 

One the grounds dissatisfaction with the State Commission for 
the Blind voiced the Welfare Union the lack representative blind 
person upon this Board. The contention that some blind person who 
making success life under the handicap blindness should ap- 
pointed. Such person, they feel, would be, sense, their special repre- 
sentative, whom they could appeal with confidence sympathy and 
comprehension. 

This criticism contains certain element truth. Should the Governor 
some future time see fit comply with this demand, much care should 
exercised the selection the blind person. Without the presence 
the Board representative blind man who has won his way spite 


his handicap, every member the Commission feels incumbent upon 
him strive see for himself the blind man’s point view. With such 
practical blind person upon the Board, the other members will likely 
shift upon him the responsibility for calling their attention the spe- 
cial viewpoint the blind. Should this “practical blind man” incapable 
properly presenting this aspect all times, the net result might 
greater neglect the special wishes the blind than grows out the 
present composition the Board. 

There one way which the Commission might come closer some 
the blind people than now does. large measure the public 
edge the Commission for the Blind throughout the Commonwealth 
emanates from the blind people themselves. effort should, therefore, 
made inform this group people some definite way just what 
the Commission doing. special Braille edition annual report 
not exceeding 10,000 words might sent few hundred sightless read- 
ers. This would involve initial expenditure twenty thirty dollars 
for plates, and perhaps fifty cents copy for the report. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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